e LETTERS from om "x »Gentleman. in 
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Pticks of the Preſent Times. 
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\RANCIS SPIRA, TY Bit an 
Italian, and by Profe 70n 4 Coun» 
ſellor, zs become ſo famous in Eu- 
rope for his Apoſtacy, and after- 
24s 5 bis dreadful: Deſpair ,.. hat he 
me very juſtly. give 4 Name 10 all N 
teſs Sraners bercafter. 
About fue and twenty "Tears + 0, we 
heard of a young Man of Fortune, u 0 4 d. 
as I remember, ſomewhere in Weſtminſter, 


in the like unhappy Condition. An Account 


of his Caſe was afterwards printed; but his 
Name and Family not having been ſo care- 
fully conceal d as they. ought, his. Relati- 
ons, as well as his Fellow-Infidels of” the 


Age, thought themſelves concern q to diſ- 
credit it as well as they were able. But 
the Relation was notoriouſly True, and Was 


entitled * Second SPIRA. 
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, Perſon, ub ir tbe 
. iowng:' Letters, 1 doubt 
not hut rhe bee 47 nian that 
he had hut too juſt a Title 10 ine 

Name, as 125 had. ſo cloſely imitated, 
or rather fl urpaſs 4. then both. m Their 
Crimes. 
| The enſuing Recital may be ego n 
on for Truth, as to all the principa K 
material Facts, which concern the Header 
to know: But as to the leſſer Circumſtinges, | 
"of Names, Times and Places, — f 
ingeniouſſ owns, that he" has purpoſe! 
guis d them, in Reſpett 1 2 a; 
the Deceasd; who hive hitherto ors 
this Secret very happily 3 and "< 
ao, #pon-10. ors 
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Dear IR., Poi Sepr. 3 22. 1720. 
on my ſelf, in Complaiſance 
to your ated Intreaties, 
0 very A f from my on 
Inelinations, to ſend you at 
rge ſome Memoirs of the Life, 


I& 442 


the Deſpair and Death, of that 
8 an, Whoſe miſerable Fate, has 
been ſo often the Subject of our broken Converſa- 
tions. Lon this Task is very uneaſy to me; I 


am at beſt, but very little us d to Writing of any 


Kind; but this is of ſo melancholy a Nature, 


that I even dread; the Impreſſion which it makes 
on my, own 3 do not ask what Uſe 
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T lengrh, i have prevail d up- 


as Well as the ſad Account of 


7 of it ʒ but if you Print it, 1 
eme Pains to correct this 
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that I have dwelt a little longer than I could 
' wiſh upon this ſad Subject, if I may have rea- 
ſon to hope, that any inconſiderate Perſon may 
have been alarm'd to a ſerious Examination of 

his Condition, and influenc'd in his Choice and 
Reſolution for future Happineſs. 


This unhappy Man, Mr. S-—, whoſe Name 
J am ſure your Prudence will not allow you to 
mention, was deſcended from an eminent Fa- 
mily in Norfolk. His Education in the firſt Part 
of his Life was at Home, under the Direction 
of his Parents, and an eminent Divine, Who, I. 
think, in common Juſtice, ought not to benam'd 
here; ſince I never could learn that Mr. S—— 
ever imbib'd from him any of thoſe pernicious 
Principles which prov'd his Ruin. But it ought 
not to be omitted, that his Mother was a Lady 
eminent for her Piety in the Country where ſhe 
liv'd ; and from her he receiv'd thole early Im- 
preſſions of Religion in his tender Years, which 
ſeem'd to lay the Foundation of a better Life, 
than he afterwards form'd upon them, and 
which highly aggravated his Condemnation, 
and embittered his Death. He did not ſtudy 
at either of the Engliſh Univerſities, but had to 
his Death the greateſt Contempt for them both, 
as well as for the Generality of ſueh as had 
been educated there. While he was very young, 
he was ſent to Utrecht; and here it was that he 
aſſociated with the Gay and Diſſolute of all the 
Northern Nations: He obſerv'd theteftabliſh'd 
Church of his own Country to be held in no 
Credit; to which, perhaps, he was not too 
much pre judiced before. In Places of ſuch ge- 


neral Reſort, there are always ſome who are 
a > ths Rs + 4 3 2 a 4-7. * 
ready to mock at the Laws and ſacred Inſtitu- 


tions 


wc — 
: ; 
4 ! 


tions of Religion it ſelf; and the Vices and ir- 


regular Appetites of Jouth, are but too apt to 


fancy a Reaſonableneſs in thoſe impious and li- 
bertine Principles, which are calculated to flatter 


their corrupt and debauch d Inclinations. From 


hence the Tranſition was eaſy to laugh at Mo- 
rality and common Virtue. The Laws of So- 


ciety were look'd upon, as the meer Craft and 


Artifice of deſigning Men, who intended them 
meerly as Shackles for others, while they al- 
ways took care to be free themſelves. 


After two Years paſsd in the uſual Studies | 


of the Place, and this moſt fatal Converſation, 
he paſs'dithro? ſeveral of the Courts of Germany 
into al), and return'd. by France into England. 
Lou, who know the World, and the Snares and 
Wickedneſs of it, need not be told what Scenes 
of modiſh. Impiety a young Traveller of Con- 


dition, vain, inſolent, and impatient of Re- 


ſtraint, and full of all the Vices common to his 
Age and Quality, mult of courſe paſs thro' in 
| Rome, Naples and Paris. You will judge whe- 
ther the Looſeneſs of thoſe Principles which he 


imbib'd in Utrecht, could poſſibly receive any 


Check from the enormous and bare-fac'd Li- 
centiouſneſs of France and Italy. th 


F : 


Ar his Return to England, he found the Ad- 


miniſtration of publick Affairs in the Hands of 


a Party, to which he had been educated an ir- 
reconcileable Enemy. As this was (at leaſt in 
your Opinion and mine) a great Misfortune to 
our Country in general; ſo was it alſo unſpeak- 
ably great to our unhappy. Friend, Mx 5. 


in particular: For by this Means he ot the 


Opportunity of entring into publick Buſineſs, 


and engaging in thoſe Services of his Country, 
„ . which 
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8 The Thad SPIR A. 
which his Birth and Fortune qualified him for; 


Which might perhaps have diverted his Mind 
from that Turn to Impiety and Prophaneneſs, 


which it afterwards took: He was Candidate 
for Member of Parliament at a conſiderable 
Borough in his native Country; but by the 
Fury of the Times which then took Place, he 
loſt his Election, and never afterwards pretend- 
ed to any publick Character, but expected the 
Ruin of his Country with the reſt of his Party. 

Being thus unhappily at Leiſure, his only 
Care was to paſs away his Time as eafily as he 
could; nor 1s a Man of Fortune long at a Loſs 
in London for Company of his -own Taſte and 
Complexion, be it what it wilt. He found out 
thoſe who were capable of reſtoring and reviv- 
ing his Reliſh for libertine Principles and Man- 
ners, which had now been ſome time ſuſpend- 
ed and laid aſleep. With this unhappy Com- 
pany he aflociated himſelf, and relapſes into his 
firſt dangerous Diſeaſes, Infidelity and Immo- 
rality. He firſt finds a Pleaſure in doubting 


the moſt ſacred and eternal Fruths, and then 


fancies a Reaſonableneſs in denying them; not 
knowing that Pride alone, and not Reaſon, was 
at the bottom of his Seepticifm,' and would 
prove the Snare for his eternal Ruin. 


I need not tell you who were the Members 


of this Club, tho* ſome of them I ſhall have 
occaſion to mention afterwards, nor the Place 


Where they mer. It is ſufficient that you know 


there are always in London many of theſe direful 


.Confederacies ; and their moſt be Aſſem- 


blies are held near the Centre of the Town, 
where moſt of them reſide. Theſe Gentlemen, 


witch whom Mr. S was engag'd, met once a 


Week 


6 | 
. 


Weak at a Tavern near the n but their 
more ordinary Converſations were held at each 
others Apartments. Here it was that Wit and 
Learning were proſtituted to ſerve the diabolical 
Cauſe of Atheiſm and Blaſphemy; Heaven 
and Providence were by their moſt audacious 
and ſcurrile Jeſts banter d and revil'd, while a 
blind Nature and meer Chance were worſhip'd 
in their Stead; Religion was conſider d as no 
other than Madneſs or Hypocriſy; Honeſty 
in Men, and Virtue in Women, all a Cheat and 
Impoſture; or if at any Time real; only the Effect 
of Vanity and. Affectation. All the reaſonable 
Happineſs of Life conſiſted (according to them) 
in the Number and Equiſiteneſs of fenſual 
Pleaſures; and he that debarr'd himſelf of any 
of theſe, for the ſake of Honour, Conſcience, 
any of the ſocial Affections, or the Offices of 
Humanity, was a Fool and a Madman. 

- Bur You, Sir, who knew this unhappy Gentle- 
man, could never: believe that he was in ear- 
neſt in theſe profligate Principles; no more 
indeed did any of his Acquaintance; tho” he 
every where made them his Boaſt, and would 
even pretend to reaſon upon them with a 
Shew of Argument and Philoſophy. The Truth 
was indeed, that he really was not in earneſt, 
tho he thought ſo; he was an Impoſtor and a 
Cheat to himſelf, and to no one elſe, for he 
had undoubtedly the moſt perfect good Na- 
ture and moſt amiable Qualifications of any 
Gentleman of the Age; he was not, and in- 
deed he would not be, the Creature he deſir d 
to be thought; for with a Tongue full of Ran-, 
cCour and Spleen againſt the Groſs of Mankind, 
he poſſeſs d the moſt frank beneficent. I | 
$5 ; © 


L 


% L Thid S PI RA. 


the fulleſt of Generoſity and Kindneſs, that e- 
ver I knew. He was ever projecting Services 
for his Friends, and buſy ing himſelf in them. 
One would wonder and lament;; that ſo good a 
Mind, ſo paſſionately devoted to the publick 
Liberty of his Country, and the Happineſs of 
his Friends, ſhould ever be ſo miſerably ſeduced, 
and ſacrificed to ſuch curſed Follies; tis in- 
deed a Misfortune which his Country and his 
Friends cannot ſufficiently deploreee 
Lou knew this Part of his life ſo well, 
that 1 will continue no longer upon it: I 
ſhall only give you two Stories, which I had 
from his own Mouth, which may perhaps be 
new to you, and ſerve in ſome Meaſure, to ac- 
count for his after Extravagancies. The firſt 
I! 10 gl6Þ ad? 30) C144; to 
> Whilſt | Mr. S——- was abroad in his Tra- 
vels, it happen d that at Naples he fell into 
the Converſation of a young Exgliſoman, that 
was extreamly agreeable to him; he had been 
engag d in a Quarrel or two, which had 
made 4 great Noiſe, in which he had ac- 
quitted himſelf very well; his Fortune was but 
very indifferently provided for, tho' his Family 
had been very good; and he was entertaining 
Thoughts of entering himſelf in ſame Society 
of Engliſh Jeſuits in thoſe Parts; for his Learn- 
ing was very conſiderable for his Years, and 
his Knowledge of Mankind much more ſo. In 
theſe Circumſtances Mr. S found him; and 
it immediately came into his Head, that he 
now had an Oppartunity of doing a generous 
piece of Service to a Man, who: perhaps was 
the only Perſon in the World that really de- 
ſerv'd it. He made him an Offer of bringing | 
225 im 
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him to > England, and promis d him his Friend- 
ip! when he came thither ; "ODE which: were 
Very. thankfully recei-v“! CCC. a 

From hence they burn d hi Pen; to- 

gether. Mr. , finding no reaſon to repent 
of his Companion, was very careful to give 
him as lierle'Occafion to do fo. He immediate- 
ly put it into his Power to travel with an E- 
quipage as commodious as his own; to take a- 
way, as far as Was poſſible, all Notions of De- 
pendance; but this he choſe to decline, and 
would take no Servant with him, but an old 
Tralian we ſhall have occaſion to mention here- 
after; and ſo by eaſy Journeys they paſs'd the 
Alpes, and after ſome Months ſtay at Paris, 
came into England 3, Where their firſt Journey 
was into Mr. 's own Country, to pay 
| his Duty to his Father. 

Mr. — Was a weleome Gueſt oo tis own 
fake; and his Friend whom we will now call 
Mr. Somers, was almoſt as welcome for his 
Friendſhip with Mr, S——, This was a new 
Scene of Life to Sitters. The Eaſe, the Plen- 
ty, and the Magnificence of Mr. Ss For- 
tune, wWas very different from the unſettled 
anch expos d Condition Which he had before run 
thro*: Here hie might have promis'd himſelf 
a ſecure Shelter from all the future Storms and 
Misfortunes of Life; but inſtead of pleaſing 
Himſelf with this Proſpect, he indulged other 

leſs reaſonable and more unjuſtifiable Views, 
AS we ſhall ſee in the Sequel. ; 

Old Mr. S—; after the firſt Joy upon thi 
Sight of his Son was over, was to apt to run 
into the common Vice of old Age, Pettiſhinels, 
a. — Piſreſpect; his Son Was for- 


Ty 


| feen 
o Bt 
* 


ry for it, and ſeem'd ſomewhat ſurpriz d at it, 

being not conſcious of having given him any 

juſt Reaſon for it; this inereas d upon him very 

KA taſt, tell at laſt the old Gentleman was. ſeiz d 
with an Indiſpoſition, which ſeem'd but light at 

firſt, but Which, within three Days, carry'd. 


— 


him off. Mr. S was ſincerely aſſlicted at 
his Fathers Death, and the more, becauſe it 
bappen'd at a Time when a little Quarrel be- 
tween them was not intirely made up; and he 
had not leave to wait upon him when he la 
on his Death- bed. But what was Mr. S 
Surprize, when he was told, that within thoſe 
three Days his Father had made his Will, and 
diſinherited him, leaving his Friend Somers the 
Heir of his Eſtate? His Friend Somers! the 
very Perſon that he had left at Home to medi- 
ate between his Father's Anger and himſelf, 
had, it ſeems, employ'd all his Cunnttig 1 ex- | 
aſperate the Broil, and to recommend himſelf 
to the Favour of the Father, at the Expence of 
W n david 
It was in vain to think of reaſoning. the 
Matter with Somers, he was now in Poſſeſſion, 
and above all Treaty; Mr. S—— ſent him a 
Challenge, which he laugh'd at as much. But 
it was not long before the Scene ſhifted again; 
for after all, it appear d that the Father had, 
ſome Years before, ſo ſettled his Eſtate upon 
his Son, as to put it out of his own Power to 
alter it; ſo that the Will now was 4 Nullity, 
| 5 and Mr. $ eaſily gain d Poſſeſſion. ' Somers 
it | now thought” this à proper Time to accept 
| | be, Challenge: They fought; Mr. S— dif 
| arm'd him, after having given him a very ugly 
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Wound. While Somers was under Cure, he fear : 
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for Mr. , and acquitted him of his Death, 
if that fhou'd happen; ask d his Pardon with 
a Thouſand Profeſſions of Shame and Re- 
pentance, and offer d to make Reſtitution of 

ſuch Jewels and Things of Value as he held 
by the Will; and promis d the moſt faichful 
Friendſhip poſſible, if he ſhould happen to re- 
cover. Mr, s good Nature was not able 
to withſtand ſo much Penitence and Submiſſion; 
but freely pardon'd him, made him a Preſent 
of all he had robb'd him of, and became vexy 
anxious for his Recover. 
They were now as good Friends again # 
ever: Mr. . look d upon his former Infi- 
delity as an Indiſcretion, a Vanity of Youth, 
rather than what it really was, a Baſeneſs in 
Nature; and endeavour d by his good Ulige 
of him, to make him not regret that he had not 
been diſinherited for him. It happen'd one 
Morning early, While Mr. S — was yet a- 
ſleep, a Servant came to him, to tell him that 
Mr. Somers s old Italian Valet was at the Point 
of Death, and begg d to ſpeak with him. He 
immediately roſe, and went to hi. The poor 
Wretch, as well as he was able, begg'd of him, 
for che ſake of Chriſt and the Holy Virgin, to 
f him the Death of his Father, and the 
further Intention of po foning Mr. S— him- 
ſelf, which he, at the e t of his Maſter, 
had undertaken; he then pointed to his Pockets, 
where were ſome Papers of white Powder, and 
a Draught of a, Paper, importing to be an in- 
| ien orgery, af the Will of Mr. S—— the 
Son, leaving Somers his ſole Heir. Theſe two 
Circumſtances confirm d each other. Aſſoon as 
be had: rcovr's is 8 ie, the Fllom ox 
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pir'd, and Somers entred the Room, asking Mr. 
'S——, what the Man had ſaid to him? “1 
don't know, anſwer'd Mr. 8, I have for- 
got my Talian, or elſe the poor Wretch was 
diſtracted, for I cow'd not underſtand him.” 
Mr. S—— went to. Bed again, not. to | 
ſleep, but to meditate how to. do Juſtice to 
his murther'd Father and himſelf, upon a 
Wretch, whom no Obligation could bind, no (| 
Benefits, no Endearments could ſecure ; one 
ho could feign a Penitence he never felt, and 
offer even Reſtitution only to gain a Pardon, 
and thereby an Opportunity to plunge himſelf 
deeper in Murther and Perjury. All legal 
Methods appear d to him too flow and deficient 
he thought his Father's Blood demanded Juſtice 
from his own Hand; and in the mean Time 
he recover'd his Spirits ſo far, as to reſolve to 
carry it cheerfully to Somers, that ſo he might not 
defeat his own Intentions; which Fortune ſoon 
gave him an Opportunity to execute. He 
met him late that very Evening in the Mall, 
"and it being a. fine Moon-Light Evening, he 
pretended to have ſat too long at Dinner, and 
invited him to take a Turn in the Upper-Park, 
to refreſh himſelf. Aſſoon as they were alone, 
he bad him draw; Somers inſtantly fell on his 
"Knees, begg d his Life with Tears, and in tlie 
: End, threw away his Sword, and abſolutely 
refus d to fight; but all in vain, Mr. S 
run him twice thro' the Body, and immediate- 
ly eſcap'd. His Death was ſoon made pub- 
lick, but the Manner never known till now. 
Mr. S — affected a Concern for ſome Time, 
and then forgot him, as did all the World. 
Thus dy'd the moſt conſummate Villain, 4 
1 s Mg well 
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well as the moſt ſiniſn'd Hypocrite, in Nature; 
for whoſe ſake. Mr... CHO deſpair d of find⸗ 


? 


ing a true F riend or an honeſt Man, 


| The other Story, Mr. Som told me was 17 
Some time after his Fathers Death, his Friends 
were very ſollicitous with him to marry; for 
his own part he was neither fond of it, nor 
at all averſe to it, but left it intirely to them 

4 promis d 


to chuſe him a ſuitable, Match, an 
to. endeavour to approve of it. After ſome 
time, they told him they had found out for 
him the only Lady that could make him PPS: 
fectly happy one Who had been very carefully 


bred, was extreamly agreeable in her Perſon, 


had a very conſiderable Fortune, and was at 
her own Diſpoſal. To this Lady he was pre- 
vail'd with to make ſome Viſits in Form; but 


he found her Converſation ſo ſtriking, that what 


was began in Indifference, was ſoon chang'd 
on his Part into a ſincere and generous Paſſion. 
He had the Pleaſure to obſerve, that his Per- 
ſon and Converſation were not diſpleaſing to 


the Lady; but after the uſual Time allotted 


to Ceremony in theſe Affairs, when he came 
cloſer to the Argument, and begg d her to let 
him name ſome Day which ſhou'd join them 
for Life, he was not heard with equal Plea- 
ſure; ſhe was very ingenious to divert that 
Subject, and would not ſuffer her ſelf, even by 
her own Relations, to be brought to thi 
ſeriouſly of it. 

This gave him the greateſt Uneaſineſs and 
Surprize.; ; he, found it wou'd be difficult to 
gain her, and. he could not immediately reſolve 
to make "himſelf eaſy without her. He was 

«dris d to 1 his r to her, me og 
| | ea 
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ſtead of treating her with Diſtance and Re+- 
ſpect, to approach her in an eaſy familiar Ad- 
dreſs, like one who was made bold by Ac-- 

intance, and preſum'd upon their mutual 
Engagements. This was receiy'd by her with 
more Eaſe and Satisfaction than the other; ſhe 
grew fonder of his Company, and if poſſible, more 


auyerſe to his Intreaties. He knew not what to 


think; he reſolv'd even to treat her with Rude- 
neſs, and ſome Violation of that Decency 
which was due to her Sex, in hopes that way 
to force her to Compliance. But to his great 
Surprize, ſhe bore even the groſſeſt Freedoms 
with ſuch willing Languiſhments, and ſuch en- 
couraging Glances on her part, that it was in- 
tirely owing to himſelf that he was not in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of his Happineſs upon much cheaper Terms, 
than what he had often bid for it, Marriage. 
He left her in the utmoſt Aſtoniſhment and 

Confuſion, not knowing well (as he ſaid him 

ſelf) whether he ought moſt to be aſham'd of 
her or himſelf; he recollected all that the 
World had ſaid in Praiſe of her Modeſty and 
Strictneſs, all the Delicacies and Niceties which 
he thought he had obſerv'd in her himſelf, 
and ask d himſelf, if what he had diſcover d 
could be really true; if ſo, he confider'd his 
Fortune, and finding it worthy of her own, 
wonder'd why ſhe ſhould refuſe him as 2 
Husband, whom ſhe approv'd of as a Gallant ; 
and why a Lady who had in- her Power to 
it chuſe a worthy Partner of her Bed from 
the whole World, had ſo little Greatneſs as 
to be a Proſtitute to any one. Upon the 
Whole, he was cur'd of his Paſſion, and re- 
folv'd to viſit her no more. But the Lady's 
2+ 4a \ — SR amorous 
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amorous Complexion was not to be diſap- 
pointed ſo; ſhe languiſh'd for his Company, 
and writ him the moſt paſſionate Invitations, 
which ar laſt e accepted. And thus began a 
Commerce, which laſted ſeveral Months be- 
tween them ; but not being founded upon the 
leaſt mutual Eſteem, ended at laſt in Satiety 
a Dn” TOES E 

And thus Sir, I thought it not improper to 
gire you ttrefe two i i in. 
this unhappy Gentleman's Life; which I be- 
lieve tended not a little to ſtrengthen him in 
thoſe fatal Principles, which his early Converſati- 
on had imbib'd, that Virtue and Vice were but 
meer Names, the firſt was but another Word 
for Hypocriſy, the latter was the genuine 
Charafteriſtic of Humane Nature; and from 
hence he took up the impious Reſolution of 
making himſelf Even, as he call'd it, with 
the Reſt of Mankind: Which how he put in 
practice, will appear by his ſubſequent Hiſtory. 
Bur in the mean time, I find my ſelf oblig'd 
here to put an end to this long Letter. I am, 


L 


oo Tour moſt Faithful Humble Servant. 
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Shall now proceed, without Ceremony, in 
that melancholly Narration in which you 
have engaged me. Our unhappy Friend 
Mr. $S—— was now finiſh'd in his wretched. 
Principles, and was abandon'd to all that Li- 
centiouſneſs which was conſequent to them. 
Tho', as I obſerved to you before, he would 
very frequently engage himſelf in friendly 

Offices, at the ſame time that he exclaim'd a- 

gainſt all Humanity, and ſatyriz'd himſelf for 


troubling his Head about them. His Wicked- 
neſſes, which, without doubt, were very fla- 


grant, have yet this to be ſaid in Excuſe of 
them, that they were chiefly committed (if ſo 
daring an Impiety may be call'd an Alleviation) 
againſt the Honour of God only, and the Good 
of his own Soul; and not generally intended to 
the Prejudice or Offence of. Mankind, whom 
yet he profeſs'd to hate and deſpiſe to an infi- 
nite degree, But the following Story is an Ex- 
ception to this Part of his general Character; 
and which I ſhall give you at large, becauſe it 
is an Inſtance of that conſummate _ 4 
. 5 10 * 
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Wickedneſs, which his accurſed Principles were 
capable of 1 him to; and becauſe it was 


one Means of haſtening his Ruin, and involving 


him in that dreadful Deſpair, in which the juſt 
and terrible Judgments of God permitted him 
ACC: 1 kr 
Mr. S 


. 


in Town, at the Houſe of a Widow Lady, who 
was a diſtant Relation of his, and infinitely 
fond of him, and careful to accommodate and 
oblige him. There liv'd, at the ſame time, with 
the old Lady, a young Gentlewoman, whom I 
hall call Harriet, that had been ſomewhar a-kin 
to her late Husband, and was therefore very 
dear to. her. The young Lady was then at an 
Age, when the homelieft Women have ſome- 
| What of the agreeable in them: She had an ex- 


cellent Shape and Complexion, and was general- 


ly thought extreamly handſome. But I per- 
ceiv'd that Mr. $ | 
that Opinion; 'which I mention, becauſe it was 
rather an Ingredient in his Crime, than hat 


he would have had it paſs for, an Excuſe of 


it. She was not without a Fortune, but it was 


but a moderate one; tho? by the old Lady's Fa- 


vour, it might have been conſiderable, yet per- 
haps not equal to Mr. S———'$s: But no 
Match was ever thought on between them; 
and Mr. , on his Part, believ'd that he 


had now Reaſons againſt Marriage, which, if 


they were told, would excuſe him from it to all 
JJ $.c940- 7 999501 44% 3 298 | 


Inclinations3 ſhe beheld Mr. S- graceful 
Perfon, with an innocent and growing Paſſion ; 
and ſhe had the Misfortune to ſes him every 


Hat the young Lady had. other Views and 


Day, 


i F ; 4 3 | 2 ! 
— generally lodg*d, when he was 


was not entirely of 
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Whenever he went into the old Lady's Apart- 
ment to pay his Compliments, ſhe certainly 
ſaw him there; and ſaw him to an Advantage, 
which could not but render him amiable to a 
young and unexperienc'd Heart like hers. She 
| beheld him in the agreeable Lights of Civility 
and good Breeding ; ſhe heard only bis Morn- 
ing Converſations, when with an Addreſs and 
good Senſe, which was natural to him, he took 
Part (in Complaiſance to his CO 5 5 with 
Virtue and Moralicy, and expos d the Defor- 
mity of baſe and vicious Characters. Alas! 
She was not preſent at his Midnight Revels; 
his intemperate Prophanations of every Thing 
Sacred and Civil; ſhe lov'd only his fair Ap- 
pearanc e, his artful Affectation of that Worth 
Which he really wanted. Poor Harriet! Thy 
Innocence and Ruin claim a Tear a- part from 
all thoſe which are due to Friendſhip, and to 
the dreadful Cataſtrophe of this wretched Man. 
It was very unhappy for this poor young 
Creature, that Mr, S——'s natural Temper 
and Diſpoſition was daſh'd with ſo. much Soft- 
neſs and Civility : This inclun'd him frequent- 
to pay little Complements to poor Harriet, 
which paſs not for much in the World, but 
which ſecretly flatter d her Diſtemper, and 
which ſhe miſunderſtood for Symptoms (if not 
of Love) yet of his Reſpect and Eſteem. | His 
Equipage was always at her Devotion; he of- 
ten made her Preſents of Toys, publick Diver- 
ſions, and Parties of Pleaſure, in which the old 
Uuady being one, no poſſible Harm was appe- 
| hended. By theſe Means was the wude : 
_  Harriet's Paſſion blown en, ble 
„ | Height; 
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Heighe, me could: not forbear locking on him 
with uncommon Earneſtneſs; and when ſhe 
fear d he obſerv'd her, wou'diend the dange- 
Tous Gaze with a ſoſt and thoughtful Si 
Mr. had known tõo much of this kind or 
Intercouſſe, not to underſtand the Language of 
it; and being now, entirely diſengag d from all 
amordus Affaits Abroad, ſecretly Teſolv'dto 
this at Home. In this he canſider d, 
to uſe Ris own. Words, his Oonvenieney more 


than his Paſſion; a bad Argument to encufe 


the Ruin of ſo Tune _ beautiful a Creature 
as Harriet. 19107 Son! 
About this Time the old i was ſeiz'd 
with a Fit of the Gout, to which ſhe was ſub- 


ject, Which gave Mr. S. a Hint to pretend 3 


Siekneſs himſelf, both becauſe it wou'd ex- 
euſe him from paying a great many i uneaſy 
Civilities rothe old Lady, and — — he 
- knew her-Care\for-him-wou'd frequently: ſend 
Harriet to his Apartment to attend him; 'as 
her own'Hineſs would hinder her from e 

her ſelf“ The Event accordingly prov' d ſo. 
He counterfeited his Ilneſs ſo well, that por 
Harriet was redue d to the Extremity of De- 
ſpair, which the old Lady conſtru'd as a. Ten- 


derneſs for her ſelf; 1 Mr. 8 himſelf | 


8 chat the Grief hel then ſaw her in, gave 
much Uneaſinefs; as 'oblig'd him to 
quit that Deſign. But in the mean while, the 
good old Lady's Gout was no Hypocrite ;; it at 
laſt erept into her Head; and kilfd her. "She 
left Harriet half her Fortune, and committed 
the Care of That, as well the Guard ianſnip of 
ner Perſon, to the very worſt Perſon in [the 
1 could have _ * Mr. 5S— 
gil 'D- to 
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d whom allo mea left, the Remainder igf, ter 


„Hſtage. afl 1 gcgomaro3!17 nin 
An Phe Concern for this Accident abated for 
amel time her unhappy Paſſion; and for ſo dong 
1odbfert'd her Ruin. A ſſaon as that erer | 
lover, ſhe began to reflect. in; vheſe Hands and 
Uwhaſe Houſe i ſhe wes: 4 Young Heeren 
ofot whom ſhei had but too plainly diſeaver:d 
. theigreateſt! Tenderneſs, and who had ſcareely 
treated her with more Regard than Was. natural 
to him before; he had now a kind zof Right 
er iber, Which gave him | Admiſſion at all 
Times to her, without Suſpicion ; and ſhe 
Vas well: aware that ſhe was, Im ſpight af Vir- 
tue, Shame and / Pride, very inſscute af: her 
:own-Scrength ; and- therefoxe in: thę End, ſhe 
reſal dd to find unt ai plauſiblęe:Exauſe for paxt - 
ing with him.) Butsall this qvhile, he. had met 
<determin'd to throw up tha Game, Which 
promis d to play it ſelf ſo cafilys: dus: xide on- 
zby waited for ſome more of theſd kind Oyer- 
Nures he vbadoireceivid before. Love, tho it 
does not always cheget Love, ſeldom fails af 
«kindling Iunclinatiun; Was ſo with him, and 
aſſdon as ihe heard her Deſign of oing o che 
Bab, ehe took up a Reſblution of going With 
Met „ 3M bas 9} 120 10 alen 
This was more fatal ta her than anyt thing 
elſe poſſibly could be he Was now expos d to 
his Attacks far three Days together as they 
_ 4ravell'd in the Coach alone 3 ſhe had dt nei- 
ther in her Power to leave him or not to hear 
bim, and what wag much worſe, Not ro be- 
7 ; his Fear af loſing her linithe Crowd 
and (Pleaſures of the Place, made hin elo 
quent, and her Paſſion made her cfedulous. 
„„ 
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Sheen ſhorkvid: him more than alb the; 


World an heuſwene as mholy for himſelf 
Sbe cofſented toi be married c him; but: he 
had na Intention of, buying her fo ;dedvlys; 
Herold: heren Thoufand Falfhoads::of his: 
Amur with the Lady mention'd in my laſts, 
and of, his having engaged his whole Fortune 
not to marran Woman but hier- ſelf. Harriet 
had oheard Somewhat of thateKffair, and of? 
its abrupt Manner of breaking off. Whereyer, 
ſhe>/doubred dr diſtruſted, Mr. S, who 
could nove forget the Niſſimulation of his / 
fir Mit raſs, 9 and. from thence: -believid rhati 
Harxiet))'ofily Wanted a fir Pretence for yield»: 
19830. td her any Thing that) he thought 
might cod ton that Pufpoſe, and conſirm d- 
it all by\ the moſt ſolemn and horrid Impteca- 
tions. gd 10g on 1% L emol; bus bnot 
Thus was this young and brantiful Virgin, 
in the very Frime of her Years and Beauty, be- 
tray d to Ruim by an unhapp ilb plac d Paſſion, 
and the Tlattery of this, bad Man, hd had 
not even: the pretence of Tove x0 guſtity: the 
nlnpiries he did her; but ſactifioed to the Dew 
mands of his Rrutal Inclination her whom of 
all the World he ought $0 have cheriſh d and; 
deſended, and her ho low dim more than 
che whole: World: beſide. Aftesi ſeveral Months 
uninternipteil, Converſation MriS——, who 
would have/had chis former Amour to have been 
the; Model of this, Mould : fain have engag d 
Harriet in/ſome othen Iutxigues, the better to 
exeuſe his wh Deſertiom of her, which he 
row intended every Day. Bur alaſs ! Harriet; 
who lov da no lone in the World but himſelf, 
did nat fo much ag „ 
i 2 that 
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that were laid for her, nor without great Dif- 
ficulty came to ſuſpect his mutual Fidelity to 

her: So, Mr. — finding that this Preen 
wquld require too much Time and Trouble 
to bring about, pretended Buſineſs at Lon- 
dun; and left her behind him, with a Pro- 
miſe which he never intended to kèep, of re- 


turning to her in à very little Time: tho' he 


afterwards, in ſome ſort, perform d ir upon a 
very melancholy Occaſio n 
Mr. S— being thus got to Toun, endea- 
vour'd-to:relieve Himſelf in his old Company, 
from the Vexation and Fatigue of Harriet s 
inſipid and tireſome Paſſion. He liv'd now 
without any Guard at all; gave a wild Looſe 
to Appetites of all Kinds; and tho. hes could. 


not help receiving, ſometimes, poor Harriet 8 


fond and jealous Letters, he forgot them all in 
his Wine; And reſobꝰ d for ho future, never 
to engage in any Love,” which ſhoùld have the 
leaſt Pretence of Honour in it on either Side. 

His Follies were now the publick Diſcburſe, 
and the Impieties of him and his Companions 
were in every Bodies Mouth. His Vices 


ſeemd even to have alter d his Unddhtending; 


and he, who had ſet out in Life with ſo much 
Adtamage and Reputation, became now even 

abſurd in his Vices, and began to be forſaken 
by ſome of the beſt Company, who had been 
the fondeſt of him before. Mr. .. was not in- 
ſenſible of this; but as tho he had been infa- 
tuated to his o Deſtruction, he was ſo far 


— taking up a Reſolution of being reform'd 


bv it, that he was rather exaſperated at this 
Neglect of his Acqua intance, and plung d him- 
telt- into new. Exceſſes, to drown all Remem- 
38417 8 * 
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brance of it. He was very ſeldom perfectly 
| ſober, and it was very uneaſy to him to be o. 

He grew painful to . and co wa one 
elſe. p I-69 

It was very: fog vent Wich biing to vent hi 
Blaſphemies. againſt God and Religion in the 
moſt publick Companies; he did this once in 
the Preſence of a grave old Gentleman, who: 
had been a Friend of his Father's, and who, 
upon the Credit of that, todqk the Liberty to 
reprove him in à very tender and Gentlemaniy 

manner, Mr. S, inſtead of receiving his 
Reproof and Advice in the ſame manner, was 
ſo as loſt to common Civility and Reſpect, 
that he inſtantly diverted all his Abuſes and 
Scurrilities to the Perſon of the old 78 19 
man. I am very glad, however, {aid thei good 
Man, that I have already refort'4"'you"'in Jong 
Meaſure, wt? in As 16 F your ſelf; and that I 

been able to ſu your foul Slanders of God and 
Wa ; 2 „ in the mean Time, I am fort d to: 
bear them my ſelf, where I confeſs indeed they are 
juſtiy plac; Fa Loo e, old Fellows anſwer'd Mr. 
in a brutal manner, which he afterwards 
remember d with Shame and Horror, Tour bald 
Nodale does this Time paſs in Excuſe-of jour Int- 
pertinence; but remember to keep that fooliſh Tongue 
of yours in better Order for the futuve, for. I cannot 
always "anſwer © for' my good Humour. 'The old 
Gentleman was immediately laying his Hand 
to his Sword, but the Company took care to 
prevent ſo un a Duel, Several preſent of- 
fer d to defend the old Gentleman 8. Quarrel, 
* it was intirely owing to the recover d 
mper and Concern of the good old e 

cat no Blood was'drawn'on-this Occaſion. 
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Lam ſorry to ſaꝝ that MIS, ſu 
enerous aud ſo unlike his / former ſelf, as 40 
his Father's Friend, afteruthisg his co 

mon Butt in Diſcourſe. He was his Raillerny 
and Diverſion in all Converfaribna ; and this 


grave Man, wha bad paſs' di his: Life with) {ol 


much Credit and Honour a8 aowi growing: 
apdoe into the Ridicule of che Whole Town: 


He ſet himſelſf to watch him wiiertver heowenty 
and pla 
ſqine of Which you know, but they are nor: 


yd him a Phoufand miſchierdus Tricks 


worth repeating At le he ol Man was 
tir'd with bearing theſe Indiguities, and fen 
him a Challenge, i which is now an my Hands 
and isanuthdſe Wards? nl 842 
£490 ble od 10 1 . d 03: 2 Hilde 
boch bit ee e Ne n X lan. 

| preſume von have, all thii ubile depended ap 

the Rhenmatiſm in my right. Shoulder; but 5 
dught to have ifm d your ſel f,. whether. Tam ut 
as: capable as ever of drawing u Trigger. I will:call 
upeu yon hefate Day to - Morrow: in u Hackuey, 
Coch, tuitluut a: Servant; and iI whit, on 1 
where you pleaſe. toit avatam 801d n 1 
Lit 0H our much injut'd Friend. 
au Piſtele A . en e ws 1 g/l 


ar „ee ac Q WW o INIT INS eg 
- wit bappenidutbat.\Mr;, Swe end) out that 
* Night! till almaſt Day-Iight, and his Chain 
brought himito! his; Door at che @me;[Tinid 
i Gentleman ſtop d ini his Coach. 


Servant gave him the Letter immediately; 
nd upon: reading: it ) he! went inta the Coack 

y. Mr. S vas apptrentiy not ſober, 
a the old Gentleman made 4 Scruple of 


3 ighting with him on that account; but Mr; 
1 


Ti Thi S TRAA. ar/ 


as reſbly;d to try, as he / faid, Nhat he 
ä Shad a Mind toobe at and accortdingly 4 they 
drove into che Fields. The gd Man nent 
- was; unwilling to ſend him out eff the. World 
ain that Mretahed Candition, and upidn, ſo little 
Notice. Mr. 8 aſſur him, he neven de- 
ſirad ſo much asi ont Momenit's: Waning and 
as do any I dus after Death, as he did not be- 
lieve one Tittle of the Mattet, he ſhould, ne- 
ver be better prepar d than he was that Inſtant. 
Athlafſt they both left:rhe-Coach. .Ehey paſs d 
Er. M. or three Fields, and then they choſe 
their Ground; and fo 5 They diſcharged 
in the ſame Article of Time, ſo that the Re- 
port but as gf one Piſtol Was heard. Mr. 8 
was wounded in his Head, but tlie bid Gentle- 
man not at all. Aſſoon as this was :oer, Mr. 
S. not apprehending his Danger, drew his 
Sword, atith wade ſome Paſſeb, which were par 
xy dbythe other; ahdsfoddi ufteri Mr. S ftag- 
Erd wiel his Wound, and fell By this time 
the; Goachman they had:; juſt leſt, hearing. the 
Report of the ꝓiſtol, Was come up lo THe aſſiſted 
in helping Mrs to the Cœach, ancł the 
ald: Gentlemanieſcap' M3 m-Svodzs lend 47 
Mr. S as now ſeverely correfted for h 
Folly ; cherlunderwentoa verpidangerous ant! 
22 Cure, NMhich Was oftem retarded by his 
Indiſpoſit ions: and frequent i Ileſſeg cwhich his 
ill Habitat Budyt, and linagutar Liteimow 
brought upon iim: Hei vras ver violent and 
impatient Huring his Sickneſs; h had nꝰtliing 
to comfort o Himfelf; withy ond-Reflebtiqbs: that 
could, poſſibly. adminiſter this: Jeaſt! Satisfaction 
_ to-himy{duribg thoſe· Nights ui heb paſs d 
Aavithout; Sikepyand>thoſe:Diys:heofpent/' with 
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out Company, or at leaſt without that Com- 
pany to which he had accuſtomed himſelf, and 
who now forfook: him in his Misfortune. A 
[thouſand Times he eurs d the old Gentleman's 
-unlucky Hand, which had not quite kill'd him, 
and more than once he attempted to finiſh 
the Work himſelf; but he had ſo many Ser- 
vants, and Was ſo well attended, that he at laſt 
gave over that Deſi ggg. 
And now let me look back to poor Harrier 
at the Bath. This unhappy Creature had in 
vain expected the Return of Mr. , but 
was unwilling to deſpair of it, or even to ſeem 
to doubt him, when her bad Fortune threw 
her in a Viſit into the Acquaintance of Mr. 
$S—'S$ firſt Miſtreſs mention d in my laſt. She 
happen d to be infinitely pleaſed with Harriet, 
and courted her Company very obligingly; 
and tho Harriet had no great reaſon to love 
her, yet as ſhe ſtill paſs'd for a Woman of 
Honour, ſhe was oblig'd to return her Civili- 
ties. They happen d to be alone together, 
vrhen the Poſt came in, and brought the News 
of Mr. S being mortally wounded in 
the Duel above- mention d. Then firſt poor 
Harriet loſt her Diſguiſe, and confèſs d the 
Force of a tender Paſſion, which the other ſ&- 
cretly pity d and deſpis d. The next News 
brought hopes of his Recovery, and, as is very 
frequent, mightily leſſen d the Danger; then 
was poor Harriet rais'd as high in Pleaſure 
and Joy ſhe immediately went to her new 
Friend, and freely ow. d what ſhe had before 
diſcover d, her Paſſion for Mr. S —, and 
begg d her Conſent to be marryd to him 
By this means their deareſt Secrets were 10 
22 vealed 
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vealed to one another, Harriet was undeceiy'd, 
and Mr, S——*'s Baſeneſs and Artifice to her 
were now laid open, This was more diſtract- 
ing News than the other. Her only Confi- 
dence had been in the Honour of her Guardi- 
an, and that now appear d to be nothing. This 
ended in a long and dangerous. Iiineſs, which 
hinder'd Harriet of her Intentions of coming 
to London, to give him thoſe Proofs of her 
Tenderneſs and Affection, as ſhe had intend- 
ed; and alſo of conjuring ham to make her 
thoſe juſt Returns of Gratitude and Compaſſi- 
on which were ſo_ much her due. The People 
about her, who were in her Secret, took care 
to make her believe that Mr. was in no 
Danger; and preſuming upon that, ſhe writ 
him ſeveral Letters; which tho” I admire them 
all my ſelf, as the Maſter-pieces of plain Na- 
ture, without Cunning, without Affectation, 
and as the juſt Picture of her own lively and 
faithful Paſſion; yet for fear I ſhould be too 
partial to my own Taſte, I will only tranſcribe 
one of them, and leave you to form from that 
a Notion of the reſt ; and I ſhall chuſe that, 
which to me ſeems moſt material to the Thread 
of the preſent Story, though perhaps. it may 
have the ſame Effect upon you, as I own it has 
had upon myſelf, may make you inclin'd to hate 
the Memory of this wretched Man, whom o- 
therwiſe you are apt to compaſſionate and bewail. 


| To Mr. 8. 


[ J Neratefil and ungenerous Man, You who have 
I undone and beſtrayd to Infamy and Shame a 


* 


Joung and defenceleſs Creature, who was committed to 
Jour Care and Protection, 355 who loves you = 
„ « E e 


*. 
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than fer Life, Fytane or Reputation'; $975” nes 1 _ 
551 Man, what prom mpted you to reſolve my D 
feruttion? ? Was # Tos, ab no! "that Crime al 
all my on; nor wo 4 jour Cruelty” euer give me 
zeabe to ' ſuſpeft, that” Lt ever had the 15 real Mi- 
Fa, in your 7 Heart, which has been fot unrelenting in 
Ruin. Was it Jour Pride, your Vanity, which 
e zo triumph in my Shame? Aae what need 
was there of jo nuch Art 10 accompli ſo taſy a De- 
fen? What need of Oaths, and al Hood, 70 1 
Poſe upon one, 5050 e Folly.<could 19995 Eo, "wel 5. 
Pos them all, "and * whoſe Fundus | even 1125 
ing ois to undo ne upon your 4B erms- I this 
a Vittory to boaſt of ? Go tell ihe r our Con- 
Cleft: how Jon abi And proreſtel to Maid, | 
who beliewd you, You. Alas, I ant the 405 ame ea) 
Crete ture fall, ";uſt . "what Love "and re ma 
755 without Art and without Suſpicion 777 hat will 
Pleaſe ou, I am ready m on bi; tay it "were for 
ou once more to decerve me: ON both. dearly. would 
I purchaſe the fare charming Dehifion | o'er again! 
How gladly would T hear that dear" protefiing Ny | 
and hang upon thafe Perjur d Lips again!” Tell me, 
75 dear Ruinei, by what Magick can 1 tharm — 
ither a ſecond Tin me, for 1 am not like Lady —— 
contented with 4 1,6 Months, or a fea Years fall 
| Hons, M > muſt habe y always, and * only mi | 
1 1 can never he happy.” Come to me, my" 25d, 4 
5 10 me," and blefs me ; jour "Love and four Com- 
pany are all F want in ho World.” 0 ard you 
but ſee 10 19 of 4. Condition my Fun, Love = 
Grief Have, "6 a me, your Compa{ſion ade 
gh For 5, your Love did wot 5 "ſure \ 
have no 2 i my Sorrows, "50h aye ſo good 
as to wiſh thar yu: did not hate me”: Den core v0 
me, and with that comm and in 2 har 
whic 


\ 


which is, familiar, to Na 7 4 * for nothing 
more) revive. my drooping Loverfich, Heart. Do it, 
if. 75 or ming, jet for your growng. Infant 4 

dear a_ Burthen do 1 bear, the Pledge of your 
Jy Kindneſs ; 3.0h do not deſtron him, before he ſees. 
the Day; let him live, Fa it he only. to ſhare with, 
me, the | rely of bis Eather ; R Suffer | bim at kaft to 
be born, that he may live i to reproach the Infam 27 .of 
his weak, and. uubappy Mother. Do not deny me 
this, and I v 27 Jay, Jou are Jet good aud Rind zo 
me as ever I beliew'd you. Iain gat to a very. ett y 


Houſe i 1 e e 0  expett 7 y 2 eh 


is. Wood aud Water ahout it, aud every ing 'whic 
1 fancy) won d 4 like; 3. at haſt, I choſe it more to 
ve than. 25 gun. . Tour Steward is very 


unciua in Jendii one), 'T. have now 75 
ep I f 6 Foy more till 1 ſend for 
it. Jon mond be e Jealous, were you to, Jee how 
I kiſs bis Letters, but "tis on hen they mention Jou. 

am weary f Writing ; Love me, aud come to me, 
or I deſerve. it. I have many Faults, but Hon to 
you. I have been weak aud fooliſh, but do wot” yo 5 


114 4 


upbraid ane, wi 'My. "Crime correfts tſe , 


needs not «your. Gucky, Adiex, | May Heaven love 


you as I db: Heaven on) can be you more. 


Nhe Receipt of this Letter gave Mr. Bog 


a Pleaſure, which he had not felt a long Time, 
and which. indeed he did not. think himſelf ca- 
Pable of Feeling at all. It was the Hopes of a 
Son; 54 and. though this. Was contra ry enough to 
his own boaſted. Principles, which ere, Vat 


wiſe, Man ought never to beget Children, ar 
Veaſt ay uch, as he ſhould' be oblig” d. to rega 


Ni! 


t A Were ng mere than 8 man 
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not to mention the Incumbrance and Ex- 
pence they brought along with them; yet 
now he perceiv'd, even in pte of infer 2 
ſecret. Satisfaction in the proſpect of leaving a 
Son in the World, whatever might become of 
himſelf. As for the reſt of the Letter, it gave 
him Vexation to think there was no way of 
eſcaping Harriet's Perſecution, which he cou'd 
not perſwade himſelf was ſo much owing to 


her Affection to his Perſon, as to the Shame 


of being abandon'd, with the Reproach of 
bringing into the World a Baſtard. Upon the 
whole, he reſolv'd to take ſome Meaſures, 


- Which he hop'd might acquit him in ſome ſort 


of Cruelty to her, without coming intirely in- 
to her own Terms. I found among his Pa- 
pers, a Letter directed to Harriet, which had 
the Poſt-Mark upon it, and I don't doubt bur 
was ſent to her in Anſwer to the above. I 
give it you, Sir, as a meer Curioſity, only to 
ſhew the infinite Difference between that and 
her's; what wide Diſporportion there is be- 
tween the Complaiſance of a fine Gentleman, 
and the ardent Tenderneſs of a betray'd Lover. 


Dear Harriet, 


; 1 Am infinitely ſorry to hear of your Dlneſs, and 
much more of your unjuſt Suſpicions of myſelf, 
at a Time too, when, tho I am out of all Danger, 
Lam not able to wait upon you and give you thoſe 
\Proofs of my Affection which you defire and de- 
ſerve. Depend upon it, dear Madam, that 1 


in 
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in my Duty to jou, I have Been buſy this Fortnight 
in alſigning over my Truſt to your Unkle, Sir , 
and have already paid him Seven Thouſand Pounds, 
and Gibbons has promis d to get the reſt ready by 
the End of next Week. I cannot tell you, dear 

Harriet, how fond I am of that little Creature you 
carry about you; I charge you take care of it; and 
becauſe it ſhall not come.a Beggar into the World, I 
have ſent a Settlement of my Houſe and Lordſhip 
at , and I beg you to accept theſe Baubles 
for your ſelf ; but as no proportionate Tokens of that 
Eſteem and Tenderneſs I have for you. I am ſorry. 
you have left Bath, 7 would have go you thither again 
and divert yourſelf. Let the Child bear my Name, 
and do you ſo too if you think fit; for tho you know 
very well, I do not at all value the Cenſure of the 

World, nor wou'd do the leaſt thing to get its good 

Opinion, yet I would do much to make you eaſy. I 
am glad Gibbons lets you want no Money ; I wou'd 
never have you want that, or any think thing elſe. 
Let me hear no more Complaints. Take care and be 
well again. I am, dear Madam, &c. 1 


The Baubles he mentions, were thoſe Jew- 
els which he had recover'd by the Death of So- 
mers; they were of a conſiderable Value, and 
had been an ineſtimable Preſent to any one 
elſe; but their chief Value with Harriet, was 
from the Conſideration of the Giver. They 

pleas d her at firſt, and ſo did the Letter; but 
after a little time, when ſhe came to conſider 
both more coolly, ſne underſtood them as no 
more than Bribes, to ſtifle her importunate 
Love: She found none of thoſe Symptoms of 
reciprocal Paſſion, which ſhe flatter d her felt 
ſhe ſhould create; nothing from the Heart, all 
| | | Ceremony, 
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Ceremony, no Lenderneſs z great Generoſity, 
greater Falſhood! For ſome time ſhe ſer her 
{elf faintly to expect his Coming; but when ſhe. 
heard he was well enough to travel, and did 
actually ride out ſometime, but yet made no 
Motions towards her, ſhe abandon d her ſelf ta 
| the moſt violent Grief and Defpair.. NSA SIVA 
As ſoon as Mr. S was indifferently well, 
his Phyſicians preſsd him to goto the Bath, 
but he found little Inclination ta comply with 
their Advices; however, he conſented to go to 
indſor for the Benefit of the Air, from whence 
the Journey thither would be much ſhortened, 
if he ſhould find it neceſſary at laſt. I told you 
- Juſt now, that he often rid on Horſe- back: It 
happen dyithat as he Was on a gallop one Day, 
ſome Gentlemen; that paſs'd him in a Coach, 
call d to him, and eas he was ſtopping to pay his 
Compliments to them, his Horſe fell with him, 
and diſlocated his Shoulder. This was a ter- 
rible Shock td a Conſtitution: ſo broken with 
g Sickneſs and AIrregularities as his Was. The g 
News being firſt carry'd to London, and from 
_ thence to Bath, gain'd nondoubt in the Pro- 
greſs, and Harriet was now madetto believe that 
de was actüally dead; and tho this Report, 
like the former, was ſoon diſcredited, yer [ſhe 
was now ſunk too low to be able to recover ſo 
painful a Shock ab this muſt be. After this ſnie 
never look d up again; Death, whoſe Image 
ſhe was, ſeem'd to have taken Poſſeſſion of her, 
even before ſhe reſign'd her; Breath. In this 
fad Condition, ſhe was before tlie uſual time 
deliver dt of a Sou, not dead}: as was expected, 
but, like her fel Viſibly dying! I find a Let- 
der to hith upon THis Oecafion; not in Harriet s 
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Hand, who I preſume was uflable to write 
her ſelf. Ei is Bae mort, and in theſe Words. 

709 £ 71 T 02 Slcig F A101 

50 ma dh e Pain; T have 1. 
with Reproathes\or. Intreaties. Ypur Unkindneſs 
Lat kill d mt Cruel: Mr. S, I am now dying, 
and ſo is jour little Image — What fall Jay 2 
yo Heuven pardon us both. I db wot: now hope 40 
fee you 3 it wonld but diftuth! my I. houghts on that 
Tra, where they hade been oo little d; what 
World where I . to meet IO Furtel. Think 

os 4 1 | * 3 211 4 a wy 42 
Tx ſoerns Wucht was ſomthing this Tae 
whether it was the Diſtreſs of poor Harriet, or 
the Danger ot his Son, which he could not re- 
ſiſt; he made himſelf be put into a Horſe-Litter, 
and weak, and in Pain as he was, he ſet qut 
to viſit her; her; Whom in bis Tide of Health 
and Happineſs} no Prayers, no Tears could 
prevail with! He arrived there Time enough to 
lee her dye, but his darling Hope was already 
expired. Poor Harriet, tho! ſhe was breathing 
hes laſt, in the moſt deplorable hopeleſs manner 
that. Words can expreſs; yet when the Servants 
cry d out, Mr 8 — af come! her Heart felt 
a Moment's Joy, and her Eyes were raid 
in a languid Smile to meet him: But alas! 
Who did ſhe ſee enter? It was no longer the 
gay, the amiable, the inſoleut Mr. S— ſhe had 
«once knöwu; it was rather the Shadow of him, 
la meer Spectre like her ſelf. Never was ſuch 
"a Mes ting, it was all Silence and Sorrow. The 
firſt thing ie caſt his Eyes upon, was the little 
Hie, $ Dp as it lay on the Bed with Hu- 
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36 The 
riet: He ſunk down upon it, quite oppreſs'd 


: 


with the Anguiſh of his Heart. He was no 


longer able to reſiſt the powerful Emotions of 


Humanity, but ſhed a thouſand. Tears on the 


beautiful Corps, the only Language in which 
his Sorrow was then capable of expreſſing itſelf. 


Harriet, on her fide, was a true Partner in his 
Mourning, and bore her juſt Share in his Af- 
fliction: but Nature being now almoſt failing 


within her, ſhe fell into a Fit, and her Eyes 


1oſt the ſight of him that was the only Joy of 


them. This awaken'd in Mr. a regard 
to the unhappy Harriet, and diverted, for a Mo-- 


ment, his Concern for his Child : He took her 
in his Arms, and calling her Name aloud with 
a paſſionate Tenderneſs, Oh Harriet, Harriet 
after ſome time ſhe reviv'd; and finding her 
ſelf ſo much the Concern of Mr. S, tho? 
Death was already in her Voice and Eyes, ſhe 
ſeem'd-to expreſs a ſort of Pride and Satisfa- 
ction, and clafping him, as well as ſhe was 
able, to her Boſom, Oh Sir! ſaid ſhe, Now you 
are really good and juſt to me. Do you believe then 
at laſt that I have deſerved better of you than Lady 
| Fr Indeed, my Dear, I have. Will you be 
ſorry for me when I am gone, and tell the World that 
' Irwas not a bad Woman? Do, and Heaven preſerve 
: you. Here her Voice failed, ſhe immediately 
fell into a ſecond Fit, out of which ſhe never 
return d. She dy'd with one of his Hands faſt 


lock d in hers, and preſs'd cloſe to her Lips, 
and with her Eyes fix'd upon him with ſuch an 


Earneſtneſs, as ſpoke, even in Death, the incom- 
_ parable Height of that Paſſion with which ſhe 


had always lov'd him; which no Time, no En- 


joyments, no Abſence or Injuries, nothing but 
Death could exterminate or deface. Her Ser- 
vants were almoſt dead round about her; Mr. 
S—— was diſtracted with Anguiſn and Hor- 
ror; and I my ſelf, Sir, am too much affected 
with the Recapitulation of this ſad Scene, not 
to beg your Permiſſion to end here this long 

Letter: tho I wifh I could not fay that the 
moſt painful Part of my Narrative is yet to be 


" / A — — 


Dear Sir, 


Your, &c. 
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I ER a long Intermiſſion, for which 1 
ask your Pardon, I return to the me- 


unhappy Life, and moſt deplorable Death: 
Several Circumſtances of which are true to my 
own Knowledge, and others I learn'd from his 
own Mouth, while my Friendſhip and Concern 
for him made me his chief Attendant and 
Companion in his laſt Sickneſs. Poor Harriet 
and her. Child were buried with the. utmoſt Pri- 


vacy, in the ſame Grave; and Mr. S—, quite 
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eſpair, ſuffer d himſelf to be carried to Bath, 
where he paſs'd the moſt ſolitary and miſerable 
Life, that ever any Gentleman of his Youth, 
Character and Fortune has ever yet experienc'd. 
By flow Degrees he mended a little in his 
more deſperate. When he was able to read, he choſe 
either Books of Fancy and light Speculation, 
which were fit rather to divert his Anguiſh 


rous and damning Sophiſtries of Philoſophers, 


* 


lancholy Office of reciting Mr. S——'s 


18 with Shame and Grief, Remorſe and 


Health, but the Diſeaſes in his Mind grew ſtil!l 


than to cure it; or elſe thoſe ſtill more dange- 


which 
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which envrenom the very Soul, taint all its 
Powers, and corrupt even the Fountain of mo- 
ral Principles. Hobbes and Sinoxa were his O- 


. racles; who, tho' different enough from each 


ther, yet both agree in this, that Religion is 


Craft, terrible to Fools, but a Jeſt to the Wiſe, 


Who inſtituted it at firſt to ſerve (as it admira- 
bly does) the Purpoſes of Politicks, and to af- 


ſiſt them in the Government of the World. 


Such Difcourſes as theſe were the moſt ſoothing 
Pleaſure ts Mr. S 6 
too far to turn back, and therefore was deſi- 
rous of all things to be in the right in thoſe 
accurſed Principles, which he had taken up, at 
firſt, but too eaſily, and without due Exami- 
As he liv'd ſome Months in this languiſhing 
Solitude, ſometimes growing better, and at o- 
thers ſuddenly relapſing; he was oblig'd, for 
his Amuſement, to vary his Studies as much as 
5 and amongſt the Bboks that wers ſent 
im from Londhn, he teceiv'd a Collection of 
Tracts, Which were publiſh'd about this Time 
by the ſame Hand, where the Author prett) 
much ſoftens and diſguiſes his Principles, an 


1 


ſeems rather to doubt, than deny the Befng of 


a GOD, or an intelligent Cauſe: But as to the 
eternal Truth and Reaſonaef Virtue and Mo- 
rals, he does all along moſt explicitly aſſert 
them; and ſupports his Argument with ſo great 
and elaborate a Force of Philoſophy and Reaſon, 
5 ſo agreeable à Vein of Wit and Learn- 
ing, that one cannot but pity that ſo excellent 
a Genius fhould have ſtop'd fo ſhort, and have 
been ſo unhappily employ'd in endeavouring to 
reconcile ſuch Contraries as FVirtue and 1rreligion, 
* F 2 En. 
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and combating with the Arms of Heaven on the 
Side of Infidelity. Mr. $ was too good a 
Judge of Books,. not to ſee and own the Value 
of this; he read it over critically, and was 
pleas'd with the Capacity and Stile of the Au- 
thor. It appeared to him, that he had met with 
a Writer who was equal to his Subject, and 
knew Men and Books and Things exactly well. 
But as to the Principles and Opinions of his 
Author, if they were right, his own had been 
utterly. wrong: If, after all, there was ſuch a 
thing as Virtue in the World, eternally and ne- 


ceſſarily exiſting, independent of Fancy and O- 
| Suse and ſuperior to all Refutation; then it 


ollow'd, that his own Practice had been a con- 
ſtant Outrage and Violation of this Principle. 
He next look'd upon his Author in another 
Light, and enquired if Vanity and Affectation 
did not inſinuate themſelves too viſibly into his 
Writings; if perhaps he might not be led by 
ſome Quaintneſs in his own Humour, to ſet up 
this Novelty of Doctrine, either in Pique to the 
Reputation of former Philoſophers, or the beſt 
and moſt probabie Means to eſtabliſh his own. 
All this, indeed, ſeem'd plauſible enough; but 

at the ſame time he knew very well, that were 
it true, it would not at all affect the main 
Strength of his Arguments: For that a Man 
may have very well nh the Excellence and 
Reality of Virtue, who is known to have none 
of his own; as ſome others have moſt power- 
fully labour'd ta, deſtroy the Principles of Hu- 
manity in the World, tho” in other Inſtances, 
none have been more Beneficent and Humane 
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Theſe were the firſt Doubts that Mr. S—— 
had ever experienc'd, ſince in his early Youth 
he threw oft all the Obligations of Chriſtianity 
at Utrecht. © What do I mean? He would often 
© ſay to himſelf, Whither will my Whimſies car- 
ry me? This Writer here tells me of Virtue, 
© Morals, and I knbw not what Non-Entities, 
and I find my ſelf coming on a- pace to believe 
him. Shortly I ſhall have Faith enough to 
* ſwallow Tales of Miichcraſt and Apparitions!— 
© But my Illneſs has hurt my Underſtanding. Tis 
© ſufficient that I know I once was well, and in 
Health; that I then form'd a judgment of theſe 
© Matters, which I am not now ſo able to review - 
Im a Fool to trouble my ſelf about 
© them any more.” Such often were his Reſolu- 
tions; but he was not now, as formerly, in his 
own Power; he had a great deal of melancho- 
ly Leiſure, and very little Company, and that 
only of the beſt ſort, chiefly Ladies, and a few 
diſtant Relations, from whom he ſaw nothing 
bur Order, Decency, and Tokens of Eſteem and 
Affection, the Outſide of Virtue at leaſt. He 
began to enquire whether all he obſerved could 
poſſibly be Hypocriſy ; whether all that Ten- 


derneſs and Civility, which was ſhewn him by 


near and diſtant Friends, Relations, Acquain- 
tance, Servants, @c. ought all to be reſoly'd 
into Selfiſhneſs, Intereſt, Humour, Vanity or 
Habit: He receiv'd frequently Letters from his 
Fellow - Debauchees at London, who could have 
none of theſe Incitements, but muſt neceſſarily 
act from pure ſocial Inclination, a Species of 
Humanity, as bad and corrupt as it was. He 
felt the ſame Emotions towards them ;. and this 
was mope than had been ever promis d, or for- 
| | "Mn „6 


mally ed between them on eicher Side and 
ſeem'd to him to be a ſtronger Proof of the 
real Exiſtence of Humanity, or a Goodneſs of 
Nature in Men, chan any thing elſe, becauſe 
as he obferv/d- that even che moſt | diflolute ' 
Friendſhips and abandon'g' Confederacies cou 'd 
not ſubſiſt without it. 

It ha pet e d, that while Mr. r at 
the Burk, tlie Seaſon for Horſe- Races return- 
ed. there, and he Was perſwaded, by ſome 
Friends, to go to ſee em. When the Sport 
Was over, a Gentleman of Mt. S8 Kaen 
ance, a Man of conſiderable” wality, who Wag 
on Horſe-back, overtook Him in the Way, 
Home, and a Shower of Rain. uddenly falling, 
he rode up to Mr. $—'s Coach, and begg'd'a 
Place in it to Bath, This Was the Renewal of 

their Intimacy, which had been interrup ted for 
fome "Years. This Gentleman, after ng” fre- 

Js vifited Mr. S—, and was fo, good as 

80 out. with him to take the Air once or 
52 a Week. Mr. S — had an. Opinion, of 
his Underſtanding, and grew hd of this Con- 
verſation. One Afternoon, it happen'd the Wea- 
ther was vely fine, and they boch of them fell 
inſenſibly into a | Commendation Of the Seaſon, 
and the Beauty, Order atid Harmoh y of Na- 

ture. Mr. S——, ho had "beer pretty. 
much ſilent for ſome Time, at laſt took up 
the Diſcourſe in a ſad melancholly Tone, 
Tis true, faid he, my 1 5 all Nature 
. ſmiles ald rejoices, as in her happ 
Stare ; the Sky, the 1506 ty be 050 aft 
Rivers all look glad and gay en e 700 
thing is'cheerful but my F felk; all hut mi 2 
| Lande rooping Heart, which abet accuſto 


Tk: Wd SEERM 43 

ed to Mourning and Diſcontent, is obſtinate co 
© retain its old Sorrows, and refuſes Comfort. 
Jou ſurprize me, anſwer d his Friend, with tis 
© melancholy Air you now afſume.; allow ſome - 
< what to your Indiſpoſition, but you muſt,,by. 
no meats indulgethis Exceſs of Vapours; you 

* axe ill indeed, but not dangerouſly; I hope 
* tho if you give way do Spleen, I know nor 
fox ſhame, and lives live many Mears with Hap- 
9 pineſs and Honour, the Pride of. your Family 
and the Delight of your Friends | Alaſs, re- 
* ply-d Mr. S , Lite is not the only Thing L 
am now in pain for; as fox, that,, L already 
count it gone, tis a Thing es good leſt; IL 
© know, I feel; L have ſquander d. it away tis 
© a Loſs however vhich I am not above regret- 
ing: When I look forward, and conſider in how- 
< little Time I ſhall be no more, I confeſs to you 
* that a chilling Damp comes croſs my, Soul, and 
gives me a Conſternation, which once I could 
not have imagin d. Ob, my Friend can I 
8 look out upon t heſ e Plains, andi kno Withat 1 
dam looking my laſt, can I behold the Sun, and 
© know that I am taking my leave of it for ever, 
© and all this without a Pang, a Sigh. at Parting! 
Jou perhaps may call thisa,childiſh Weakneſs, 
© but tis a natural one; I once ſhou'd have 
deſpis d it too; but now the Monſter: Death 
* is too near; I ſee him in all his Terrors 
Here the other. interrupted him; Iwill not 
ſuffer you to yncourage theſe black Imagina- 
tions; you doubly cheat, your ſelf; you picture 
Death moſt unreaſonably dreadful, as well, as 
© much nearer than it really is. But what 89 
Peath that it ſhouldibe ear d Were it the 
VVV 1 * Monſter 
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© Monſter you deſcribe it? A wiſe Man would 
run to meet it, rather than bear to live under 
©ſuch terrible Apprehenſions of it. But tis no 
ſuch Matter ; of what then are we afraid, a 
_ © Swoon, a fainting Fit? He that did ever let 
© Blood, has felt much more than the Pain of the 
Act of Dying it ſelf. * Are we afraid of the 
< preceeding Pains, the Circumſtances and Pre- 
< paration of ir? An Hour's Gout vaſily ex- 
© ceeds any mortal Pang: We know, that the 
© acuteſt Pains are ever the ſhorteſt, and that the 
© moſt vital Parts are not the moſt ſenſible. 
© Perhaps we are unwilling to bid adieu to the 
© Pleaſures of Senfe, and to thoſe Satisfactions 
© which reſult from a thouſand Objects here; 
© but have we not confeſs'd a Million of Times 
_ © ourDiſquiet and Wearineſs of all theſe? Have 
Ve not been conſtantly cloy'd' with our Enjoy- 
© ment, or irritated by Diſappointment? Would 


© we forgive ſuch a Perverſeneſs in Children, tir d 


© as they are with their Baubles, to cry when 
© they are taken from them? For ſhame then, 
© let us act like Men, and be conſtant to ſome 
< reaſonable Purpoſe; and not like the old Do- 
© rard in the Fable, complain both Ways; paſſio- 
< narely- exclaim againſt the Burden of Life, 
and quarrel as much with Death for coming to 
© relieve us from it. Do we fear any thing after 
Death? Let us examine thoſe Fears; do they 
© ariſe from Reaſon; or from mere Complexion, 
© or the Infirmity of Nature? Is there a ſu- 
©preme Mind ? If ſo, he is all Goodneſs, and 
delights in it. With him then our Intereſts 
are ſafe, eſpecially if we have acted up to the 
Laus of his Nature impreſs'd upon us; if we 
© have not but I need not hr 
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of you. If there be no ſupreme Mind, we 
© may reſt ſecure, however, that blind unmeaning 
Fi Nature can poſſibl intend no Miſchief to her 
*own Offspri ing. 4 either Caſe then are we 
*fafe: The honeſt Man is no. farther con- 
*cern'd with Life, than to play with it as long 
£38 his Humour laſts, or his Friends need him; 
tis a ſort of Evening's Banquet, where every 
855 0 ught te to be as eaſy as he can; if he finds 
che can't, tis but his going to ſleep, and then 
© when he wakes again, it will ſignity very little 
© whether he was, eaſy or not. I do not ay all 
© this,” added he, upon Preſumption, tha you 
care ſo near the End of your Day; but to ſhow 
you this Period of Nature in its reaſonable and 
familiar Lights, in which your darker and me- 
*lancholly Thoughts have, I ks too little 
© conſider'd it.” 
Oh, my Friend, reply; 4 Mr. & „I told 
_ © you, but now, that Life Was not all my Con- 
©cern, tho I do not behold it as I us'd to do, i in 
© the calm Views of Philoſophy. Shall I own 
to you the Weakneſs of my Souls I fear ſome- 
©* what, but I know not what it is, after this 
Life. You bid me rely upon. the Goodueſs 353 
© the, Supreme Mind, elpeciatly, ſay you, if my 
„Actions have fuited to thoſe Laws which he 7 
has inſcribed on my Nature, which you are ſo 
good as to 9 they have always done; | 
but whar Will you ſay, when I confels.to you 
*that the contrary is true; nay, that I have 
* Tudiouſly Je d the Characters of thoſe Laws, 
*and, then 7 0 d there were ever aby ſuch? 
that 1 Was conſe equently abandon'd to all Li- 
1 RR 105 y liſchief, ee ol 5 
| at hy AS We ave juſt now ob- 
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©ſerv'd the gen Order and Laws of Na- 


sture, how apt W Being is made to depend 
© upo n and illuſtrate another, and how they 
care all ſubſervient to the Whole; I find, 
that T my ſelf have been a willing Outlaw 
All this Time; that I have been an Enemy 
sto all Nature, and at War with Society. Oh, 
how ill was an ample Fortune entruſted. to 
ſuch idle undeſerving Hands as mine! What 
ay you, my Friend, to this? If you have 
Comfort for me now, give me inſtantly that 
only Cordial which my fad Heart wants. 
755 anſwer d the other, that you correct 
your ſelf unreaſonably. Be ſevere to your ſelf, 
but not unjuſt. I can eaſily enough imagine 
© what Faults a young Man of Fortune, leit to 


perhaps, as proceed from Vene evity, "Paſ- 
ion, Appetite, and the reſt of that Train. I 
«would not be thought tõ affect the leſſening 
*of theſe Vices: We all know how, odious they 
are, when we behold them in others. Inſo- 
<lence to diſtreſs'd Merit, the Arrogance of 
Birth and Fortune, the Cruelty of Power, In- 
18 ratitude to Friends, Brutality to Women (M.. 
ES—— told me theſe laſt Words were like the Stroke 
©of Death it ſelf to him) are the common and or- 
© dinary Baſeneſſes of young Men of Condition. 


They are, no doubt, moſt damnable Qualities, 


and in themſelves merit ſeverer Puniſhment, 
c and a hlacker Hell, than either the Law or Re- 
<ligion has appointed for Crimes, Which by 


them are ſuppos d to be of a more horrid Na- 


ture. But then let x conſi der, continu'd he, 
©by whom are we to > corrected? By the. moſt 
theneſcent of all Beings, whoſe Compaſſion is 
© not 


m 
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not to be meaſured by our unequal Conceptions, 
nor to be reſtrain'd by the petty Standard of 
© Juſtice among us; one, who can have no In- 
tereſt in our Miſery, nor can raiſe the leaſt 
Glory from the Cruſh of Millions of ſuch In- 
© ſets. as our ſelves. The ſovereign Mind, we 
are {ure, can bave no bad Paſſions; Vanity and 
Cruelty can have no poſſible Part in him. On 
© the contrary, we know, that God, as ſurely and 
©neceflarily as he is at all, is Love it ſelf ; that 
das ſuch, he cannot poſſibly infli& the leaſt 
© real or permanent Evil upon his Creatures, 
nor indeed any ſeeming or tranſitory Evil, but 
for the ſake of accompliſhing. ſome wiſe Pur- 
© poſe, which muſt finally iſſue in Goodneſt and. 
© Happineſs. We know, that this Sovereign Mind 
loves us and pities'us; he contemplates the 
Frailt ies ot his Creatures, which he himſelf in 
c Eternity foreſaw, and in Time made Or per- 
emitted. He asks little of us, he accepts of 
© leſs. Much indeed we owe him, much he re- 
© mits,. much he compounds; for tis we only, 
© not himſelf, that are to be the happier for the 
Pittance he at laſt receives. You ſay, indeed, 
that he has abſolutely enjoyn'd us foltice and 
Humanity to each other; What then is to be 
done when we have broken theſe Laws beyond 
* all Poſſibility of Reparation? Repentance, you'll 
f lay, makes no Amends; 'tis an idle, childiſh 
Sorrow, for which no one is the better: An 
*Age's Weeping cannot retrieve an Hour's 
© Guilt, But let us conſider, that in this worſt 
© Caſe, that this moſt excellent Being, the Di- 
© vine Goodneſs, is able to make a Reparation go 
*thoſe we have injur'd, tho' we are not. 
that means us ſo well, and has done for us ſo 
1 | 3 5 1 much, 
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much, can eaſily diſcharge this Debt, the laſt 
das it is the greateſt, and redeem us from the 
Miſery we have juſtly pull'd on our own 
Heads. I am not going to lead you into the 
© Myſteries of Chriſtianity; but tis withour doubt 
*worthy of God to find out a Satisfaction for 
the Breach of his own Laws, and to redeem 
his Creatures from the molt intolerable Penalties 
*of them. This is the only Difficulty which 
*ariſes from the Conſideration of God's Good- 
neſs to us, and his Juſtice to our Fellow-Crea- 
tures; and, I think, it may thus moſt reaſona- 
*bly, be folv'd, that when he foreſaw and per- 
mitted our Violences to each other, he alſo re- 
©ſolved to provide a Satisfaction for them. This 
*ſeems to be worthy of God, and in my Opt- 
nion, all ſhort” of this is Blaſphemy.  _ 
Mr. S heard his Friend with abund- . 
ance of Patience and Attention, till he had 
ended. I ſhould be aſham'd to tell you, re- 
*ply'd he, the various blackening Ingredients 
that have aggravated my Faults,” Ir is ſuffici- 
*ent, that you are at Liberty to imagine of me 
*every-thing foul. and inhumane; but T confeſs, 
J am forty, to obſerve the Manner in 1071 
you wind up your Diſcourſe; in which, tho”! 
*{ce your Kindneſs labours to give me Eaſe, 
you leave me rather to collect my Comfort fro 
* what barely may be, than what certainly and 
© demonſtrably is, For my own Part, T do not 
*ſo clearly ſee, that, becauſe the Divine Preſcience 

law and permitted the Wickedneſs of Man, 
that therefore his Goodneſs is oblig'd to pro- 
vide a Satisfaction for it; eſpecially, for the 
fake of a Creature whom he made abſolutely 
*free, and who wilfuliy and deliberately off 


end- 
ed 
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* ed. Be chat as it may, my Puniſhnient be up- 
n my own Head: It is unreafonable' that 1 
ſhould any longer load you with what I only 
_ © have deſerv'd?*, Here Mr: S=— arrived at his 
own Lodgings ; their Converſation ended, and” 
his Friend left him to his Repoſe. [72A eee 

You have no doubt obſerv d, Sir, that this 
Gentleman who appears to have been ſo muck 
better and happier a Man than his Friend, Mr. 

, had rejected Chriſtianity as peremptorily 
as bimſelf; and had taken up in the ſtead of 
it; the more modiſh” Principles of  Deiſm 5 


which, tho' no doubt infinitely more juſt in 


rhemfelves;! as well as bettericalculated for the 
Happineſs of Mankind, than direct and ab- 
ſolute Atheiſm; which conſiſt, in the Want of 
all Principles, except the moſt baſe and ſel-. 
fiſh ones; yet how dark and doubtful, how 
empty and unſatisfying, are all the Schemes 
built upon it? How unequal and inferior to 
the noble and ſublime Satisfaction which reſults 
from a firm and ſtable Faith in the Revelation 
of Chrift, in the Goſpel 2 Tis for this Reaſon 
that T have been at the Pains of tranſcribing 
this Converſation between the two Friends, as 
far as my Memory would ſerve me, as I had 
it repeated. from Mr. S.“ s own Mouth, 48 
well as from ſome Memorandums which he 
had taken of it himſelf; and becauſe it had 
two very conſiderable Effects upon our Friend, 
who is the Subject of this! ' telancholly Nats: 
tion. 1 
The firſt was, that ic/ was the Fiſhing 
Stroke to his atheiſtical Principles, Which Ha 
long been Wavering and tai ggering in his own 
Mind before this. Fe now firmly * 2 
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he had no blind Regard to any one's Opinion, 
yet he ever profeſs d to acknowledge Reaſon 


Wherever he heard it. He now found and 


own d, that there was and neceſſarily muſt be a 
ſupreme Intelligent Mind, the Maker and 
Governour of all Things, and that it could 
not be otherwiſe. The next Effect which this 
Diſcourſe had upon Mr. S, aroſe from the 
laſt Part of it, which related to the Satisfaction 
which it became God to provide for the Of- 
tences of his Creatures. If this was reaſon- 
able, why might not the Satisfaction of Chriſt. 
be ſo too? And if that were ſo, it follow d, 
that he had Ten Thouſand Times moſt ſolemn- 
ly rejected it, and diſclaim'd over and over all 


Benefit from it, and had conſequently moſt. 


rightequſly purchas d all the Ruin and De- 
ſtruction, which was annex d to the Contempt 
and Refuſal of it. This was a new Theme 


for Meditation; a Track of Reaſoning, ever 
interrupted and perplex'd with conſcious. Guilt 


and Fear, Self-Condemnation and Horror. 
And ſo let us leave for the preſent, this wretch- 
ed Man to his own Progreſs in the Solution of 
his Doubts, which were all clear'd up but 
too ſoon in his own. Confuſion and Deſtruction. 
And now I ſnall proceed to lay before you an 
Account of another Incident in his Miſery, 


which may ſerve to ſhew the juſt and dread- 


ful Severity of Providence, which now ſeem'd 
0 | 


d to puniſh his Contempt of Heaven, 
even in this World; and to precipitate his 


Ruin with the moſt terrible Violence, as well 


as the noſt uncommon Circumſtances. 


+ * 3 4 * 
Mr. 


* 


© Mr. $—— was one Day well enough to ap- 
| pear at a publick Aſſembly in the Town; it 


happen'd, among many other Propoſals, - cht 
Were made in Diſcourſe for improving the Plea- 
ſure. and Diverſions of the Place and Seaſon, 


a Gentleman who is very well known there for 
the Share he has in projecting Publick Enter- 
tainments, ſtarted a Propoſal for introducin 

been held at Smerſet- houſe by his [Excellency 
the Duke ' Aumont. This was received with 
general Approbation by the Company; and af- 
ter this, che Converſation turn'd upon this 
Subject; ſeyeral Tales of Intrignes and Affairs 


were recited, and a great many Improvements 


upon the Diverſion were imagin'd.” It happen'd 
in the Corner of the Room, where Mr. S 
was, that a Gentleman, who was lately return'd 
from Venice, and had liv'd there feveral Years, 
eſpecially during the Seaſon of the Carnivals, 
took upon him to relate the following Adven- 
ture. = FR inn 20 18 7 


A noble Venetian, Who had been marry'd, while 


he was very young, to a Lady of high Quality, 
but of an unſuitable Age, Was very ſoon diſ- 
guſted with his own Bed, and became amorous 
ok a young Girl of ſome Family, but no For- 
rune, the, Daughter of a Sea-Officer, who was 
at the ſame time ſollicited, in a diſhonourable 

Way, by à young Engliſh Traveller then at Ve- 
nice. The Girl had a Brother h found out 
this Affair; but being himſelf a moſt ſcandalous 
Debauchee, was ſo far from oppoſing it, that 


he advis'd. her to ſubmit to them both; and 


contriv'd the Matter ſo as to make the firſt pay 
down a Fortune, the better to enable her to 
marry the other. He perſwaded her to manage 

| | 
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Maſquerades, in Imitation of thoſe which had 


— 
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— — —U— 
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ir. ſo, to let the Venetian diſcoyer her at the Car- 
ivgh,and prevail with, her to retire $94 paſs 
the Night with him; and be promis d, wir 

the Aſſiſtance of ſome Bravo in to ſurprize them 
together in the Morning, and make him ranſom 
his Life with his Purſe ; and then he advis d her 


to act the ſame, Part with the Engliſhman, and 
pꝓropoſed to Bully him into Marriage with her. 
The Girl conſented, and only waited for the 
Time of the Carnival to put it in Execution. But 
it happen d, that the old Venetian Lady, firſt 
mention d, finding her ſelf ſlighted by her Hus- 
band, had caſt her Eyes abroad, and ſeen the 
-young Engliſhman with great Inclination ; ſhe 
had him dogg d every where, and had diſcover- 
ed his Affair with the Girl, tho” not her Hus- 
' band's: She inform'd her ſelf of the Girl's Dreſs, 
and put her ſelf into the ſame Habit, expecting 
continually to be addreſs d by her Gallant, buy 
me was not ſq fortunate. However, ſhe was 
not A pee for her Husband 
met with her; and miſtaking his Wife for his 
Miſtrefs, preſs'd. her with ſo much Ardour, and 
ſo many Preſents, Proteſtations and Vows of 
Paſſion and Fidelity, ſwearing by the immacu- 
late Conception, and by the Beard of . Jae 
by his on Honour, and the Head of his Grand- 
father, by all that eyer was, or was not in Na- 
ture, that he had already agreed with an emi- 
nent Phyſician for the poiſoning of his Wife, 
and the Moment after her Deceaſe, which might 


| Ahenevery;Hour be expected, he would marry 


ithis, could not chuſe bur be ſtrangely mov d by 
3 ver inſtantly reſoly d to make 
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him ilito, an , adjacent Nook, without" Light ; 
and ſoon atter pretendingt the utmoſt Pain for fear 
of being mils d at Home, ſhe took her Leave 
of him, making. au Appoititment for another 
Interview. the next Evening. The yotihg 7 
netian went Home te his venerable Male With 
the higheſt Deli e found her already in 
Bed, Where he 5 7 imſelf by her in Form, 
without any Suſpicion of his having ſo lately 
renew 'd his Relation to her. The next Morn- 
ing it was all the publick Cbnyerſation that the 
| 25 ung Ruxliſd Traveller Was married to the 
autiful Girl above-mentioned. ' Our noble 
 Venttan did not well know how to believe it: 
e reflected on what he thouglit had paſs d be- 
tween them the laſt Night, and the Engage- 
ment that was fix d for that very Even 
which he impatiently waited for; and in the 
mean time, ſu uppoling this. Story to be true, he 
contetited himſelf with pirying the poor Eli 
Cornuto. - Nig ht came on, and he dur ae Ke e- 
pait Ato the Place of Congrels, but no ay 
met him lle ſent his Yale: for Intell igence, - 
who | Day: Or back 155 confirm d the Fatt 7 the 
at the map had been iz 
th Went ions nes nd oblig d 12 5 oe 
"He could not har LC at the notable 
Dilpyech of the Girl, who had thus'contriy d 
wa Amours, with one Enamorato after another, 
9 7 he was oblig d to return to his LPT 
It, muttering ten thouſand. "Curſes on th 
. and her Gallant, his Wife and himſe 
who. Was not able to ſecure his Happineſs when . 
he was in Poſſeſſion of it. When he came Home, 
be found his Lady ſeemingly indiſpos d; and. 
= cho his Hear ne * light upon the I- 
H magination 
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. And then ſhe pretende a Cote vul- 

He Was cd e at this; he Khew 

1 11 innocent of the Intention, bur, nar of the 

575 However, S, the: Tecover A he "made 
ſhift*ts, faulter ou 0 has" 1 4 ede 


85 77 1 ſhe again, Oe that OE 
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Dear? W. as! le, No bod "but 4 ur- 
. Zalla: Tg Juſt 1 now to break, off an And ian with 
you this E Even ing, having A air at the [ame * 
untackily with ber on Hibaud, 17 | e Was 01 
tig d't fo Warr) this "Morning, 4 wan ker Es s Choite'; | 
which 2 WAS Father | tu "ſtay or. 7 "th 8 11 6 i 
why 2. fTaid the Husband ——Ay 
and bur of pure Spi ight to ſend Th 55 14 ies 
ah} ure you did 1 8 de W more Le 
Ty Heaven, ſaid he. „ but eu ar, 7 
90 Ward K. Joſeph, "212"; 
210 


alate Conep- 
ty wh ead, 17 father? :; and call an 
J lie to Bd in F that 7 beh#ve aud 
7 15 162 Thy. Death: * Here another ſham Con- : 
lion ugs, but the Heto Han al- = 
not ready to expite/ ih 4 Teal, one. Nis Up 
ehcies 25 his Wife e Were very £ 164 
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ffs hidforſwore the” mal the” Oirhs' ich 

Lingdige' could ihvent;%and now he Was re⸗ 

11 4 do the 50 5 lrcümiſtänce of confefſing 
# | and asking Par dot Which ſhe” he ge At 
| 4 11 75 this Cont ibn, chat h on Rats oh = 
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he did 4tordingly ;* ind Mien he Rande, 
= pf rl him calmly, Id t Forgive x1 

thing" but Prin ie me, of 
a ** 0 corrvitt ho by pri that —.— 
who gau. 'you fo o toren a Satifation, wier at TR 
Hour N in aut her Plact und in thè Arm of, 
the yours ng Ea olifhrhan zn rh it muſt be with ſome 
other aan 50 Jaſt Night Bitrby'd ne. if plain, 
that your? Intonſtancy 10 nie was not octafronted *y. "yore 
Piſfore [vo her, but from your ton nataral <Buſeneſs) 
Any ne; 1 cee, 'rould ſupply her Place, except my: 
ſelf.” He now- recollected that the Girt-hack 
ſpoke bur very little to him and that fo ſof 
that poſſibly/he might have been deveiv'd. ne 
ſaid "The, "per fidious * Mai; III \ relieve yon from 
your gui rey Wonder, * by ob that [. watched v 
laſt Vgl in the Habit of you#'Fair One rtẽ,ẽ] 
that\ received your Vous and Embraes, beard all 
Jouri\Raptares, am hat I mol regarded) your. in- 
hinane Treatment of my ſelf." fy ＋ can.Pleaſes, * 
the Juture, d a'V17 jeg 4 did auhen you believed : 
me a:Miftreſs;''T am content to \vemit' your "Offeines, 
otherwife! wwe hie Moment purt © for euer. Thus 
— the whole Buſtle adjuſted; As for tlie 
gliſomum he "was ſurprizd in the Morning; 
eld of the Venetian; and was eaſily content - 
i oy carry Home his fore d Spouſe ; anll they 
livid lon g cogether the Oraiments of the Eng» 
lib Court. Das 9057 + 1 2301 125005 e in! 
I have given you, Sis, tha: whole! Stoty: AT 
large, not as I rhink it at all pertinent ge the 
Hiſtory of Mr. S, but becauſe he told 
it m&himſelf, and I thought it not amiſs tore: 
lieve his dark and melancholly Scene, with this 
| pleaſant Adventure by the! by : Beſides, the Re- 
cital of „ü „ 
15538 2 
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Wen of a very different. Nature, in which. 
N. * Gentleman, Who Was a « Stranger to Mr. ; 
. upon bearing this Affair at large, as 
L have. here related it, b. edel took up the 
© Diſcourſe;. I know an Intrigue, ſaid be, Which 
was ttanſacted at one of the Ambaſſadar's Balls 
. Somerſer-houſe, which Was not altogether un- 
like this in ſome of its Circumſtances, tho the 
Oataſtrophe of it was much more 9 
and unhappy. There liv'd in the County of 
Very beautiful young Lady, who had 
been married at the Age of Sixteen, to a Gen- 
tleman of the ſame Country; who being a Man 
of faſhionable Life, like too many of us well- 
| bred. People, ſoon grew weary of his Wife, and 
left her alone in the Country, while he pale d 
whole Winters in Town. She was fond of him 
to Diſtraction, and had the higheſt Reaſon to 
be Jealous, which put her upon a very unhappy 
Reſolution; Which was, to come privately to 
Town to watch him. She put this in Execu- 
tion accordingly; and ſoon Ky her Arrival, it - 
aer n'd there was to be a Ball at the Embaſ- 
or's; ſhe order d her Servant privately to 
enquire if her Husband was to be there, and in 
what Dreſs. She was informed that he intend» 
ed to dreſs in the fantaſtical Habit of a Devil, 
This was enough for her; young and unexperi- 
enc d as ſhe was, ſhe dreſs d her ſelf for the 
Abende in the Diſguiſe of a Witch, and 
rode upon a Broomſtaff. She was not long be- 
fore ſhe met the Devil, and was addreſs'd by 
him. The whole Affair was ſoon agreed be- 
teen them upon theſe Terms, That ir "neither 
— ee eee or _— 
- r 
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aſter the other. As ſoop as this fing,Stratagem. 
was compleated they parted. The de | 
went into the Country, Where ſhe faige:d her 

(elf in, as the beſt Expedicnt ſhe could: think 

ot co get her Husband down do her. But dey | ps 


at ſirſt ſhe was pleas'd-with-it, but upon better 
Reflection ſhe began to be uneaſy: However, 
knowing her own. Innocence, ſhe receiv'd him 
with the greateſt -Pleaſure and Satisfaction, 
When they were in private together, I warrant, 
m Dear, ſaid ſhe, Tow de not believe] am groum 
with Child in your Abſence: No, he anſwer d, wr 
leſs you' bave dealt with the Devil. So perbaps J 
haue, ſaid ſhe; and then gave him an Account 
of the Rencounter at Somerſet-bouſe.. The Hus: 
band, who had not been engag d in any ſuch 
Iatrigue there, (was ſtruck dumb with Aſto- 
niſhmenr. He diverted the Diſcourſe as well 
he could ; and aſter asking ſome fide Queſtions, 
for his ſurer Information, he pretended Nene 
ad jnſt 
ih her 


neſs, and turned aboutias to ſſeep. Heb! 

Command enough of hituſelf net do puniſh he 
Innocence and Indiſtretion with coming to an 
Explapation; but the next Morning he made 
his Will, and ſent it in a, Leer, with this 
whole Story, to a Gentleman, a Friend of mine, 
whom he appointed Truſtee of it, and who af+ 
terwards dying, it ſell into my Hands. He 
leſt his Lady and bis Child us little as. poſſibly 
he: could, and in the Afternoon of the ſame 
Day, was found - drowbed in his Canal, as it 
was thought by Accident ; no one, except my 
Friend and my ſelf, ever i any other. 
Here Mr. S., Who had been liſtening 
very attentively, felt down fram his Chair up- 
= | | 22 on 


3 Te ThASBfRA, 
on ths GrSund ; 46 he Was known to hav been 


= 


IIS ras WEEN Effect of his In- 


diſpoltipn} and his Having been? too long A= 
Broad: S proper Cate Wab talen of him he 
wu putlinto his Chair, and carried Home, 2Bue 

there Wab agent debſ "more aftche- Caſo'than 
mis; keywell'knew'thir he had been at! the 
Ambaſſador 's land perſenated the ſame Chad 
radter whith the Gentleman had deſcribd; that 
ke had'hada criminal Commerce with a Ladyiin 
that particular Diſguiſe i and tliat they! parted 
unkrd vn to each other nnd tho he ober 
cht che ſtrunge Gentleman thought fit to vary 
dhe Stoßy rom Truth in ſome Ciroumſtanets 
for prudentiat Reaſons, l yevt all the maroviah 
Facts were exctly true of himſelſi In ſort; he 
&oald no longer doubt that he Had enjoy d bid 
own Siſterg (fer ſJ2-Mhe was) his Mothers 
Daughter by aiformer Husband'; that he Had 
etexfrone@ the Death of his: Friend and Brother- 
in:Eaw and» begotten Chitin Inceſt;ichyked 
wi doubly ar kin ro him > his'\ Nephew as 
wall us Son. Oh l how ſhocking and ter- 
ridle Was chis Diſcoveryl What a keen Ad! 
dirion 10 All his other Norments. Hell! was 
now in his. Bofom, and ihis everlaſting / Mi 
ſery was lalteadys begun. Twas im vin tliat 


de endeadvoured to chmfdrt himſelf, that he 


did not x nbi her then te he his Siſter; for at 
the Lache Time he member d, that he had 
been there0 upon #ndther Aſſignation wich 4 
marry du Lady, whoſe>Husband's Bed he had 
often diſſionoured ; und now it ſeem d to be a 
particular Toftance-ofi the Wrath of Providence 
againſt him, to fuffot him to fall inddverteritly 
into the Wuldſtrof all Otimet, at a » a 
5 18 8 
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ing. bappy. 5 Ns dig 14 8e | 
beg 6 own 905 Vs gow marry;d again, aD 
5 . ;could not ame her m9 
lneſs ſo,cenſtantly;as the; delired >. 
4 ſent, her lite Son to Ie Väth hi 
eg him Company with 15 N 1 
A e 40 as. Fee er. , e 
Rs recover d e ell, Sy 5s and fan 
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culty recover d; his A did — return till 
ſo Tims afterwards ; the firſt Words he 

ORs Was, to defire the Gentleman who had 
related that terrible Story, might be ſent for: 
He examin'd him about every Particular; but 
the Gentleman had, in the Interim, inform'd 
_ himſelf who Mr. —— Was; he was now ſorry 


might be able to at ny out Part of the Story, 
bur little knowing how exact a Key he had to 
the Whole, and was therefore preparing to 
deny it all: But alas, Mr. vas not to 
be ſo amus d; he inſiſted with a Vehemence 
not ny d to have the Whole over and over 


again | 
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again, and every Time gain d new Certainty, 
= aſſur d his Deſpar. Oh! why 0 1 ny, 

© (would he ſometimes cry out) Is it to make 
© more of theſe damning Diſcoveries, or am 1 
© defirods to oommĩt more Inteſts aud Murders, 
c to nike my Puniſhment deeper and ſurer? 
Klas! Is it not already more than I am able to 
© hear? Ay, that is the Reaſon that I linger here 
© in Torment; I tremble at the dire Reckoning 
chat abides me. I am at laſt afraid of that 
* N = whom 1 have inſulted, and who 
*;s now tb be my Judge. Alaſs! Woe is me, 
©when my Maker, my Father, is my moſt un- 
© appeaſable, omniporent aid righteous Enemy 
© Woe,  endlefs, intolerable 'Woe be now upo! 
© my wretched Head for ever!. But 1 find 
my ſelf 'oblig'd here to put an End to this lon 
and melaticholly Letter; I hope in a little Time 
to find an Opportunity of "{erting down and 
finiſhing What: remains. In the mean Time, T 
vim you ll poſlible Happineſs,” I am. 
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A-A 1 laſt. Letter brought gur unhappy 
IVI Friend Mr. S——; almoſt within the 
®. Sighr of his final Ruin. We left him 
at at. Bach, abandoning himſelf; to the moſt cruel 
| pair; which was continually. reviy d and ex- 
aſperated by. the Sight of the pretty! Infant, 
who once had been his only Comfort in all ſhis 
other To this Child he hal, by his 
Au left all his Fortune, and appointed Him 
to wah his Name; but now when he came to 
know, how juſtly he Was entitled to both, he 
loſt all 8 and enter d upon the moſt 
dreadful and inhumane Reſolutions, which 
Rage; Madneſs and Deſpair, could poſſioly in: 
ſpire; though for my on part, I know nat 
Whether mol to condemn or piy him for the 
Fact which followed. Be vou, Sit, abs J 48 
your ſelf. 4717 3 
In fine Weather, hn 4" Mr. 9 wo —_ "veil 
enough to take the Air, he generally took the 
Child out with him in the 5 . 
when he had no Company that. were Strang 
and When be was.t00 Hl: el, be rde 
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however, that the Child ſhould go, which he 
conſtantly did. As he was ſtanding in a me- 
-lancholly Thoughtfulneſs one Day, at a Win- 
-dow which lock d into the Street, his little 
Nephew was brought out to take Coach; and 
the Child happening to look up, ſaw his Uncle, 
and as he had been taught, bow d and kiſs d his 
little Hand to him, crying out at the fame 
time with a joyful Earneſtneſs, See where my 
c papa is! Good Morrow Papa; for ſo his 
Mother and the Servants had always made him 
call him. This Action ſo common and indif- 
ferent in itſelf, was not ſo to Mr. S——, it 
ſerved to feſter the old Sore, and aggravate his 
Anguiſn. What, Jays he, muſt: that poor | 
e ſmiling Innocent live a Baſtard then, as 
ehe was begotten in Inceſt? Is this my 
<< Care of him after all? No, tis enough, 
that by my accurſed Means he has ſeen the 
Light, and is a Monſter in Nature? Let me 
at leaſt prevent what may be prevented, and 
hide from the World and from himſelf too, 
'© that Infamy which he inherits by my Means. 
He immediately ſent for the Gentleman with 
whom this Secret was lodg d, and conjur'd him 
to reſolve him, whether any other | Perſons 
_ Twing were acquainted with it. The Gentle- 
man proteſted upon his Honour, No; 'afſu- 
ring him further, that he did not remember 
that he had ever mention d it, excepting that 
once, when he had diſguis d it with ſo many falſe 
Circumſtances, as to make it a Myſtery to 
every one but himſelf. So much the better 
b anſwer'd Mr. S.; and now, Sir, continu'd 
The, I am ſorry to be obliged to tell you, that 
bit is too much for my Repoſe, that even you 
8 . c ſhould 


* ſhould en, kd it. bob am e to 
5 * live while I 2 that you are alive too, and 
capable of divulging ſuch a Stain to my Family. 
; F foo Yor ther fore, Sir, to give me the Chance, 
q * eitherof PUeeng; it out of — Power to do it, 
© or out of my own to be ſenſihle of it. Sir, 
© anſwer'd. the Sandee I compaſſionate the 
* Concern I ſee you in; but you are not in a 
Condition to meet me. I beg you to excuſe 
ths and believe, that J bes long ſince deſtroy 4 , 
© yourBrother's Letter, which tells this unhappy 
Story; and I give you my Honour, which Ine 
ver yet forſeited, that I will never reveal it di- 
© realy, or otherwiſe, to any Perſon in the World. 
«Sir, reply'd Mr. S—— haſtily, Can 
me your Honour that you will never Api 
nor mad; nor. fooliſh ? Come, Jam in d 
Meet me — or or you'll find my Iuneſs 
— pon obs, the 


"Mr. Tann now thought 
this Affair as good © as. accompliſh d, and Was 
for the Moment overjoy d at his Succeſs, "AS, 
he. thought it; be receiv*d hig Child with the 
greateſt ; Appearance of Satisfaction when it 
came back, he took it in his Arms, and 
hugg d it with Tranſport; but after having 
walked two or, three Turns about the Room . 
with, it, he recolle&ed, that tho he had 
provided, as he hoped, for the Child's Ho-. 
nour, yet he had in no ſort wip'd. off its ſecret 
Pollution, its real Infamy. Fs own Crimes 


were ſtill. flagrant and terrible as ever. And 


theſe Thoughts now return d upon him with 
new Fury. He looked wild and horrible with 
h eee The 1 Was n, 
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af him, as indeed he was now become > fright.” 
"to himſelf. He look d once or twice up- 
jr the Infant; with a Face full of rplexaty 
and Itreſolution, and then "threw? it wo 
him upon a Bed that vas in dhe Room, an 
Hiwtell e 'dowh upon the Floor; whete he — 
ritttr d obſtinately fotne RE and gronning in 
a manner the moſt pitiable to alt his epi, 
5 * N ix = SE to pe oth 125 
ueſles 'at 855 Eich t. 10- 
lehes f dis Diener | LE 7010 10 
"Ar. ft he fuffer u bimlelf ing be put 0 
Bi where he pafsd the meſt dreadful 
ht imag arb 4 and in the. Morning 
himſeff àctüally incazpäble of riſing 
Prog his Bed, according to his App ointment 
With e Gem man defend Wen pn Hows 
ever, Ne ſent” for fim to his? Hed- ſide, aud 
25 U his Pardon for failing Wal bam 
<< r, ſaid Mr. == as you'told me; ine no 
able of meetin; vou: My Secret muſt neceſſa- 
© rily be for ſome Time i your Power, perhaps- 
4. may dye and heh 15. But take Notice, 
* that have lid Tome time in Ruh, and may 
know How to 0 ike a cloſe Revenge; when any 
0 er is out of Power, Sir, anfwer' d the 
£ Gentleman, very 8 your” truerhalians 
© haye 105 Honour enough to" diſcover? ſuen 
© Deſigns .. Farewef, S our beſt —_— 
on. will find is in my Faith and 
F This they 7 2 and r. S. dec eſpairing ts 
An ae; efign, now turned his 
Thoughts another Wiy, Till more*horrid and” 
deſpe rate ; and * was againſt the Life 
the C Child it felf. © Death; {aid he, will effec-' 
L tually * the Brelgh of Slander; this bab- 
bling 
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© bling Man may then prate over his Cups, and 
his little innocent Wretch not be the; worſe 
_ ©.for it. This Murder is in my own Power; E. 
can effect it when, and how, and with what 
* Privacy I pleaſe} My Character and Relation: 
to it will ſtrike all S dead. Nay, ougbt 
© I not to do it? does not Nature abhior a mon- 
* ftrous Birth, and juſtify by her oπJn Laws the 
Peſtruction of every unnatural Production? 
Oh what is more monſtroub, more dnnatural, 
than the Iſſue of an inceſtuous Union! Let me 
do it then, and be at the ſame Time kind to 
it, and cruel. Oh help me Nature and Reaſon, 
to ezecute your own Mandates, and kill that 
* which my Heart beſt 0 en In- 
unt ld of (19364 4 It! 1 üfaniid 
But let me haſten over dds al Incidents) 
he ſent immediately to Landun for little Ca- 
binet; Where were ſome Poiſons which he had” 
formerly puichas d of an alia Ampyrick, more 
for the ſake of Curioſity at chat Fime, than” 
an other Reaſon. When they came, he tryd 
a ſmall Quantity upon à young Monkey, 
which had lately been preſented to the Child. 
The Effect anſwer d his Expectation; the 
Creature languiſtud 4 few Days, and then 
expir'd without much ſeeming Pain, or any 
Symptoms of Poiſon,” And now ke . Prepar dro 
make the fame weer upon the Child. 
Mr. had a Cuſtom when he found him 
ſelf pretty well, to ſend for his Arte Nephew 
in a Morning to Bed to him; he could not 
forbear doing ſo the very Day that he intend- 
Nas to deſtroy him. He thought he ought to 
indulge himſelf in a little Tenderneſs at kart) 


ing. * was: ſort of Fare wel, which he could 
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not refuſe to Nature. The Child was brot ught 
to him; and was ſo very fond of his Uncle This: 


Naga, as he rightly call'd him) ſo wanton and 


playfome, and kiſs'd him as he lay in his Bo- 


ſom a thouland Times, with ſo. ſincere an A— 


fection, that Mr. was even; diſtracted 


berween Pleaſure; and Grief; he knew not 


what to do, or what to think. He pour d out 
x Flood of Tears, which he hid inchis Hand- 
kerchief as well as. he could; but the Child ob- 
ſerv'd ſome ofi chem? Whas makes you cry. Papa ? 
ſaid he, No: Body is angry with! jon; and ſo pro- 
ceeded to comfort him with ſuch innocent 


Tittle-Tattle, as almoſt drove him to Mad 


neſd. At laſt he Was reliev'd: by | a Servants 
bringing up 4 Aſſes Milk, which he uſually? 

drank in 4 Morning. He ſup t part of it, and 
ſet the reſt upon a Table by 5 Bed-kde.. The 
Child, as mhy eaſily be 8 ſhew' d an 


Inelination to kaſte it; and this Opportunity 


Mr. S in che utmoſt Confuſion, reſoly d to 
rike for the effecting his Purpoſe. He manag d 
it ſo, that the Child did not obſerve him flip 


any Thing elſe into the Milk; and it giving it 


aiſweetiſh Flavour, the innocent Creature drank | 


it up with . Gxeedineſs 5 18 natural to 
85 Children. 81. oQ Arie 


After this, Mr. S aui "not — to 05 
his e any more. The Servants, 
who told him of its IIlneſs, obſery d his Tears, 
but could not prevail with him to viſit it; tho 
the poor dying: Innocent talk d of its dear 
Papa continually, and earneſtly begg d to kiſs 
him, and talk to him. The. Servants thought 
this their Maſter's: Prudence, not to afflict him- 
ſ elf with. a; Misfortupe, for which there bg 1 
4 2 * 
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Remedy: But alaſs, he had à further Rea- 
ſon for it! When they told him the Child was 
dead, he ask d them only, whether it had belt 
much Pain; and when they told him, They 
thought not, he ſeem'd pleas d. The Phyſiciatis 
who had been very much puzzl'd with its 
Diſtemper, were deſirous to have the Body 
and the Head open'd; but Mf. S. refus d ir, 
telling them, that bis Siſter would never for- 
give him if he conſented to it. Thus was this 
delightful Infant cut off unſeaſonably in the 
very Bud of his Life; not for any Oxime of 
its own, but the meer Error of its Birth, 
and the wretched Folly of its Parents. It was 
buried about three Days after its Deceaſe, and 
with it all the Joy of its Mother. Mr. S 
had not now the Biol of a Comfort to reſt 
his breaking Heart upon at the ſame Time 
that he had Guilt enough in his Conſcience to 
have broke his Heart, tho' it had all other 
worldly Comforts to ſupport it. His Child 
was no ſooner” dead, than "he began to doubt 
of his own Right to deſtroy it; it came pow - 
erfully into his Mind, that God only was the 
Abr of Life and Death; that tho che In- 
fant was 2 Monſter in Nature, and deriv'd 
from a vile Original, yet it had: the Divine 
Image impreſs d on it, and was endowed with 
a Humane, Reafonable (almoſt with an Angelic) 
Mind. Oh what a new Source of Torture 
was here diſcovered to him! He had imagin d, 
that he had artain'd his utmoſt Degree ot Suf- 
fering; and it was a ſore of Comfort to him, 
that he knew the worſt of his deplorable Coridi- 
tion; but now he found he had fatally: deceiv'd 
bimfel, and that it was in vain! * 
pe 
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© hope a Period to his Puniſhment, Thus. too, 
5 is he, it may he lengthen d out to e 
1 ges. 
84 And now he turn'd his Thoughts once more 
towards that Satisfaction which it e an 
„Joſinitely good Being, to provide for the Of- 
Fences of his Cxeatures. Here he found himfelf 
vaſtly at a Laſs: Such an Atonement he thought 
was worthy of God ; but the Scheme, the 
Method in which it was to be performed, 
puzzled his Comprehenſion. What Satisfaction, 8 
* ſaid he, can be equal to Crimes committed a- 
gainſt a God! What Equivalent can be paid 
© down for the Murther and everlaſting Ruin of 
0 my Neighbour? Oh, there is none, ſaid he, 
I, and I only, muſt ſuſtain the Penalty I have 
* incurr'd. What remains, but to prepare my 
“ {elf for my loſt Condition, and endure x 
Miſery as I may —— But what am I, Len 
viſer than God? He may find the Expedient, 
© tho? I cannot He may, I fay; bur will, he 
© therefore do it; and for ſo vile a Coram 3$ 
mp (elf? Then indeed gl fflicted 
Heart at laſt find Reſt; and after alt] Fl Stains, 
and all its Sorrows, bas ſooth'd to Peace and 
| Comfart — Well but we are told 
© by ſome, that this Satisfaction is already. pro- 
vided, and offer d to All that ſhall be willing 
to embrace it. Oh, that it were, that it could 
p paſſibly be true! Let me examine the Account | 
ä * that is given of it. God himſelf, compaiſig- . 
* nating the Fall of Man, did, in the Perſon of | 
his Son, aſſume the humane Nature, and | 
e ſuſtain the Miſeries of Life and Death, in 
[© order, to make to himſelf a compleat — 2 | T 
ment fer the dins of the World. Mere Meg 5 
err rf | | " an 
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and Riddle! But let me look 4 N more 
* cloſely and carefully into this Matter, and 
. endeavour, with Reaſon, to believe Weerberg 
* it ſo much imports me ſhould be true. 
In this Mood Mr. $S—— call'd Was Bi- 
He and read thro? the Goſpel of St. Lake and 
the Prophecy of Jſaiah in one Day. Sy long 


an Attention very much exhauſted. his Spirits; 


but the M jeſty, Purity and Simplicity of thoſe 
divine Writings, the ſacred Spirit that breaths 
thro' the Whole, and the wonderful Harmony 
between them both; gave him a Surprize and 


Entertainment which he had never felt, aud in- 


deed was incapable of feeling before. Is this; ſaid 


dhe, the Book I have revil'd/and deſpis'd?*Ot how 


 ©ſablime a Satisfaction has my Folly and Impiet ety 
ddepriy d meP The Prophecy of our Saviour's 
Paſſion; and the Apoſtle's Account of it, extream- 


ly aſſected him, and even mov'd him to Tears, 


| before he conſider d it as an thing more tlian 
a Recital of — — an Excellent Man. 
The next Day he read chro the Epiſtles to the 
Romans and Corinthians; but was ſo:muchawarn 
don with his Application to it, that he was 
incapable of purſuing it the Day after but on 


the two following Days, he made his Servant 
read to him the: Writings of a great Divine, 


now living, in Vindieation of the Truth of Cri- 
ffiautty ; and on the next, he read thro Grotius 


on the ſame Subject by himſelf, and afterwards 
Abballie, and ſome others. But as he was: fre- 


quently interrupted by Hlneſs, during the Inter- 


vals, he made his Servant read to him the- Pro- 


 phelies of Divid, Ezekiel) and: Jeremiah, and the 
ſhorer Epiſtles in the New Teſtamentzi which 


EH eat Pleaſure. and Entertainment in 
Re vg K | general, | 


——— —— 
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90 tho he vas very unable to applychem 
L Toe + ap ar eee e 5118. 
| When he had gone thro' this Courſe el Resd- 
5 by himſelk, he ſent to beg a Viſit from an 
- — * Clergyman then in Jovan, who i _ | 
; diately waited on him with a great deal of Ci- 


0 


vilith and good Breeding. To this Perſon he 
'd his whole Caſe, on open d his Doubts; 
but he found him very ill qualified co aſſiſt him in 
fluch à Work. He had gone no farther in the Ex- 
. amination of theſe Matters, than a fe flight ſu- 
1 Reaſonings could carry him, with a 
very ſtrong and (offenſive: Tindture of the Pe- 
5 duntry of the 8choolmen. Mr. $—— immedi- 
_ vately found his Weakneſs, but he was too Gen- 
tlemanly a Man to take Notice of it; on the 
- contraty, he ſeem i ſatisfy d, tho he was not; 
and was only now tutning it in his Thoughts 
"how to get rid of him in the moſt. handſome 
Manner he could: And an Opportunity ſoon 
olſer d farourably enough; for ene Day, while 
the Clergyman was with Mr. e De- 
iſtical Gentleman, whom I formerly mention'd, 
eame in upon a Viſit: and the Converſation 
turning upon religious Principles, there aroſe 
A long and vigorous Piſpute between the two 
Viſiters, upon that Subject; in which the Cler- 
- gyman' was not treated with ſo much Ceremo- 
ny as he had been us'd to from Mr. S , 
bw o was ſoon made angry; which the other 
mid ſo much to his Advantage, thatithe Vi- 
3 apparently on the Deift's Side. Mr 
3 was Moderator; and was oblig'd h 
_ » Manners, rather to take Part with the been 
tho“ he was not ſorry to ſee his — 
We treated N jaſt Freedom 5 
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by dhe other... The Deiſt, folow'd his Blow. 
aud the, Clergyman weg mage ſo very ugeaſy, 
that he was oblig'd to take his leave, ſaying to 
the Dejſh; as he Went, Vir, 1 lay this Gentle 
© man's Ruin, at your. Noor; tis you are do be 
« anſyerable; for it. With all my Heart; an- 
wer d the ns cs this Condition, that 180 
leave him entirely to me, and 1 Ty por find 
6 you here any more dabbling in his: Preſ rva- 
15 8 And: Ys they parted, Mr. Swayait-; 
ing on him with. great; Complaiſance x9 -the, 
Stairs Head; And well Knowing ths Fower, 
—— ——ç bim the next Morning, an 
gerede ele e e'Expence of a very con- 
ſaderable Preſent. And for, che fake of this one, 
ignorant Man, he was aufen 3 pi 
reſolve never to have any Thi! . more tg d 
with any. ot bis Coat. A fatal Re foluglon! Tor | 
worthy of his Underſtanding, and ruinous tp 
own Peace and Happines.. But he Was very 
little acquainted with theſe, Gentlemen, whom, 
he had all Life ſo much ſet hi mil, to con- 
temn and, deſpiſe; 1 could not 
have imagined that this one P Parſon, ae e 
bigh in the Character and O tl 
World, muſt needs be 3 * le of 1 LEN as 
by which one was to judge gf 5 all the 5 he 
After this he return d fo e reading of the 
Seriptuxes, and in 2a Week went thro FR 
Pentateuch and the Epilile, to t ch 
che more particular in his Manner of Reading, 
becauſe, I think, he ee and 18 
Seholar, and; a Man of Senſe; and went chro 
thoſe Parts together Which explain and illuſtrare 
n ander. o he had read the Prophets "my 


a 
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the Evangeliſts ; and nk ſame maler he How 
ſtüdied the Books of "Miſes, and the Apoſtle's 
Addreſs to the Jews. And another "Cuſtom 
of his, in which he was certainly right, and 
deferves to be imitated by much better People 
than he was himſelf, was to read an intire Book 
at 4 Time; by which means he took in thè whole 
Scope and Aim of the inſpired Writer at one 
View: Whereas the fooliſh Cuſtom of Read- 
ing thoſe ſacred Books, as they are moſt ridi- 
culous divided into Chapters and Verſes, has, 
no doubt, been one great Means to hinder the 
Sucteſs and Operation of them. 

When he had thus made himſelf Miſter of 
the Holy Seriptures, he endeavour d to apply 
them to himſelf, and to examine how he was 
concern'd in them, ſuppoſing them to be true: 
He could not but ſee that the Whole of his 
Life, as well as tlie Tenour of his Infidelity, 
bad been the very. Reverſe of that Faith and 
Obedience which is indiſpenſably requird by 
the Law of Chriſt; and that his Whole Soul 
and Body had been polluted by the Commiſſion 
of *a Tauſand Crimes, againſt every one of 
which Damnation is denounced. And as to 
that Repentance and Faith which was requir'd 
from him, he found himſelf very little diſpoſed 
roenter into the Terms of them; but was rather 
e and perplex d in his own Mind, 


Doubts, Surmiſes and Irreſolutions, i 


— between his Ague Fits, of Remorſe 
and Penitence, L Infidelity and Deſpair,” He 
grey / very miſerable and melancholly; refus d 
to ſee Company, Which before had been his 
chief Amuſement; low d to be alone; tho“ he 
kney' not iow to paſs his Hours when he was 


{o; | 
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ſo Si what was ſtill worſt of all, he took 
up à Reſolution to throw aſide bis Bible, 
which he ſaid had been able to ereate ſo much 
new Pain to him, tho? it had neither com- 
manded his Aſſent, nor miniſtred _ ching to? 
his Comfort. K 

After he had From one long ſolitary Day 
in this ſad manner, he went to Bed in the 
Evening for the meer ſake of changing of Place. 
He lay 22 the whole Night, and towards“ 
Day- light fell into a little Slumber; Which he 
had reaſon to remember on account of the fol- 
low ing Dream, which he told me in this man- 
ner. I imagin d my ſelf, ſaid he, to be en- 


© tering"on a Journey ov ra fair and ſpacious 


©Plaiti, where were Multitudes of People jout- 
© neying the ſame Wiy; and as I ſet out I was 
deuceunter dbya comely and venerable Matron, 
© reſembling very much the Perſon of my Mo- 
c ther in her Features, Voice and Manner, When 
L ſaſt ſaw her tobtake my Ea of her to 
go to Uretcht: My Child, ſaid ſhe, whircher 
© axt thou going ? If over that imtmenſe Plain 
c that is before chee, and feems ſo inviting to 

© thy View, but is really over-ſpread with Di- 
© ficulties, Toils and Dangers, why art thou 


* * alone and unaccompanied Thou thinkeſt, 


erhaps, that thou [ſhalt aſſociate thy ſelf 
ſafely enough with ſome one thou ſhalt find 
cairn the ſame Road with thy ſelf: - But 
F alaſs, my Child, thou wilt be deceiv d by 
© fair Shews, Words and Appearances : Thou 


* wilt be robb'd by Thieves of all thy Treaſures, 


© and thou wilt arrive at thy Journey's End 
0 without a Welcome. Hear me therefore; 
N 8 take for thy Guide N. thy 
om- 
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Companion, this iuine and excellent Man de- 
« ſpiſe. not the | Humility af his Appearance: 
His Precepts ſhall teach thee heavenly. Know- 
edge, and hisdlacred Example ſhall: lead thee, 
© the ſhorteſt and the ſureſt Path to immontal. 
© Blefledneſs. Here me thought ſhe pointed to 
* Perſon of a middle Age, ol great Simplicity 
6 of Garb and Manners. He was tall of Stature, 
and carried an Appearance of Sorrow in his 
© Viſage, and at the Time the moſt amiable 
Benignity T had ever beheld. He offer d him 
<felf to be my Guide with: the greateſt Com- 
* placency; treely, and without Expectation of 
© the leaftiReward ; But J efpied in his Hands 
and Feet, the Marks of certain Wounds Which 
thought infamous. So. I inſtantly turnd 
from him, and began my Journey without;him - 
© foon fell, methought, into the moſt Gay and 
© Tocund:Company of all the Plain; we paſsd 
away our Time in the utmoſt Mirth and Feſ— 
80 tivity, confining ourſelves to no direct Path; 
but croſſing from one to anbther as we thought 
fit; we took very little Care or Notice of what 
© others thought of us; but had the greateſt 
Hatred and Contempt of all, excepting our 
8 ſelves 2 and We had not any real Eſteem oP 
© Friendſhip. even for one another. Some few 
© that beheld us had us in Admiration ; but the 
© far better and greater part beheld us with 
Contempt and Abhorrence. - When we per- 
© ceivd that we had almoſt finiſh'd our Journey; 
all on a ſudden the Day was over · caſt, the Sun 
t was hid in Clouds, the Proſpe&t ſadden da and 
look 'd dreadful. It pour?d a Deluge of Bain, 
and thunder d in our Ears in the moſt terrible 
manner that can be conceivꝰ d; it became in- 
e © ſtantly 


ſtatitly dark as Midnight 5 and the only Means 
e had of ſeeing our Way, was from the Light- 
Ling that flaſh'd in gur Eyes very dreadtully. 
In this deplorable, Condition our jollity in- 
_ * ſtantly fail d us, and we became the moſt for- 
lorn and miſerable of the whole Troop. In 
chis wretched manner, methought we arrivd 
at the End of our Journey, when esch Man 
loſt his Companion and was left to ſhift for 
biwſell. For my own part, I fcund my ſelf 
cat the Mouth of a.,yawaing Gulph, from 
J -*whenes were frequent Eruptions. 5 Stench, 
FEire and Sulphur, I was in the utmoſt Horror, 
nd almoſt ſuffocated with the Smell, When 
preparing my ſelf to turn back, I found I had 
10 Ability to remove from the Place. A- 
ee the innumerable Variety of hideous 
„ Yells, which were heard from 8 Scene of 
Torment, I diſtinctiy heard a Voice which I 
remember d, xalling me by my Name; I imme- 
e dliately turn d towards it, and diſcovered - a 
. * Wreteh' withtwo Wounds on his Boſom, whom 
- *Lkhewto be my old Friend, the Villain Somers. 
. * Wretch, ſaid he, and art thou at laſt come to 
ſhare thoſe intollerable Miſeries, ro-which thy 


1 z blacdy und unrelenting- Hand long ſince con- 


F ſign'd me! Come chen, and try theſe unfa- 
t thomable Depths ef Woe, ob were from 
Eternity d bydivine Vengeance, the due 
Rewards of Marther and Inceſt. Come, and 
Jin the dof Flames, confeſs. that from, thy 
Hand 1 e o have been ſent one Ar- 
 i© ticle of Timeo before my deſtin'd natural 
Period, co 
Mhy ſt 


thotiſhivering thus on the Mar- 


Bin of Damnation ? Is not thy- Glas run al- 


INntuon; * © mo 
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moſt to its laſt Sand? Can'ſt thou defer nyap- 
© © pointed Minute! Leap in then, and: meet᷑ thy 
© horrid, horrid Fate. Dare tõ know the woth 
or that ſad Lot which now abides thee; and 
s knowing it, know this too, that it ſhall: never, 
'/© never have an End. Come then, and let me 
- © be thy immortal Tormentor! Tell me; Wretch, 
gaſt thou not abjur d thy Saviour, renounc d 
the Mercies of God ? Haſt thou not heap*d up 
Wrath for thy ſelf, and accumulated Per- 
dition! Tell me of one good Deed; or 
done pious Word, or even a fingle Thought 
towards Heaven throughout thy whole 
accurſed Life, and I dare promiſe it ſhall 
© ſave thee Wretch, art tlicu dumb? Be dumb 
1 for ever, or only open thy abominable Lips 
y © like me in Self reproaehes, Blaſphemies and 
Execrations. Thou ſniouldſt have been dumb 
- © before; when thy ſeurril Prophanations wound- 
ed the Ears of Heaven and Goodneſs; thou 
ſhouldſt have been dumb then, when thou 
vert loudeſt; now when thou art loud in thy 
Complaints, the Ear of the avenging Deity, 
bich once was open, ſhall be deaf to thee 
for ever. Doſt thou hear me, Wretch; for 
ever ſhalt thou hear me thus. This Leſſon ſhall 
be reiterated by me and ſuch Fiends as I ain, 
and hollow'd ane w in thy «ccurs'd Ears for 
< ever.” Come, come, I am im "patient for-ithy 
-< compleat Damnation. Thou wanteſt:bur little 
of it, but'T envy thee” that Hue. Make haſte, 
9190 haſte to feel how inſinitely a God can 
r punich — Ha! Tis done The Period is 
*©"4xtiv'd 1 Come then and phrricipate the divine 
Fury. With this he reach'd out his Arm from 
1 2 che ugs pull d ne deu with him me- 
e thought | 
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* choughr thro? the infinite Abyſs, I ſhrie\' 
© out with Horror at the Strength atid Perfec- 
© nefs of the dreadful Imagination ; and imme- 
© diately waking, I found my Tears had all wet 
the Pillow on which I ſlepr.,.. It was a long 
© Time before 1. could perſ wade my ſelf, that, I 
t had ſuffer d no more than the Terrors of a 
2 Dream. 12 apprehended it as an expteſs Re- 
© velation of the Divine Vengeance which a- 
© waited me. And Oh, continu d he, that 1 
8 * could, now indeed perſyade my ſelf. that it 
vas any thing leſs“ „ 
From this Day poor Mr. 3 never lo9k'd 
up more. All has Hopes, his Philoſophy, fail'd 
him at once. He had put, his Confidence in 
Argument and Reaſon; alaſs, Where were they 
now? all over-turn 4 7 and deſtroyed at once, not 
b Spire the Tricks of School-men, or the 
anity of Ga SAY nothing but by a Dream, 
the BE Effect of ſleeping Reisen. And now, 
in the utmoſt lere he began to con- 
ſider the State of his Health, and to examine 
how far he might be diſtant, by the Coutſe of 
Nature, from that terrible Precipice he had 
beheld in his Dream. He call'd for a Glaſs, 
and at Leiſure ſurvey d his Face i in it, and at 
the ſame Time look d up at a Picture which 
had been formetly drawn for him, at Harriet 9 
Requeſt ; but how unlike was he now tb his 
5 Reſemblatice ! ! ' He could not forbear x 
{ad Sigh at the Compariſon, and ſo he laid the 
Glaſs aſide, oppreſs'd with the moſt heart- 
breaking Reflections. He ask d his Phyſicians, 
with a Concern which they had never before 
5 obſery' d in ma, „ it vas not e 
| | in 


/ 
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him to recover, and how long they is ma 
they ſhould be able to reſerve him? Th 
were now / urtanimzouſſyof dinion, that he o 
oretire into the Sourbern Parts of France, or elſe 
nto Taly; and prefs* d him to undertake the 
ourney With a great deal of Earneſtneſs, to 
which he at laft conſented.” et Hi 
"He: made his Will, and appointed 2 very 
iſtant Relation his Heir, wh hom he had never 
zen, and to whoſe Character he: was perfectly a 
Stranger; and what was {till more remarkable, 
he never ſo much. as enquir'd after him; but 
the Reaſon he gave me for it Was his: oe 
The had been 10 utthappy a Man himſelf, as to 
o ©haye liv'd in the Wor iy without meeting with 
4 Perſon really deſerving in it; that among all 
© the worthleſs: People that Rad Claims upon 
© him, he choupht thar his Relation had as fair 
© Pretenſions” as any other; but that he was a- 


_ © fraid to enquire too narrowly- 555 him, for 


© fear of being obli Ig d to alter ls Opinion, and 
fo to have no, Choice left.” When this was 
Gone he ſet gut for London within fix Days 
A erwards, and arrived Wal by Rag ealy 
Journeys, in 1 8 aS ma | aid a- 
ut a Week i ini Town ; op foi 1 he ſent 
privately for T'wo © or Three of his own Compa- 
ions, who came. to. Wait 10 him with great 
gerneſs and Cu rioſity ere viſibly 
ock d to ſee Q kim 10 1 1 0 Which 
toy: S perceiy* d, tho they e 4 
9 hide it as well : as poſſible. After the firſt 
Gniliedes were over, and the ordinary Talk of 
E Town, Mr. 8 x them in the 
fallowing "meatiner. ; 
8 
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I ſee, Gentlemen, you are affected with the 
© deplorable Condition to which you ſee me re- 
due d; Lam oblig d to you i rn, 
„and take it as a2, Kae ; thoſe Tears 
which you will in a little Time pour over 
© my Graye. Your, Grief is very humane, bur 
you do not yet know how juſtly J am intitled 
© to. It all, and to a great deal more. To be 
* lick and to dye, is as natura as to he born and 


to liye; Cuſtom and indiſpenſable. Neceſſity, 
* reach. us Reſignation to our Decay. But 
* my Miſeries lie a great deal deeper. Alaſs! 
* everlaſting. Ruin is not the natural Lot of 
* Mankind ; no Cuſtom, not even inevitable 
Neceſſity, can reconcile us to, endleſs Tor- 
ments. You. ſeem ſurpriz d, Gentlemen, and 
* give you leave to ask me, whether I am 
© ſure that my Illneſs has not affected my Un- 
* derſtanding ; nor indeed do I know well how 
to prove that Negative to you. You mult 
form your ſudgments of that by my Manner 
* of 3 EA ing and converſing upon all o- 
ther Points. If 1 think and ſpeak reaſon- 
ably and ell upon them, you will allow me to 
© underſtand my felt when talk upon this; hut 
© whether, you will or no, I muſt be content (as 
perhaps you'll ſay all Madmen are) with believ- 
= ing that Lam of A. ſoun and right Mind, * 
© ever in my Life I was ſo; and in this Mind, 
© ſuch as it is, Lam this Inſtant labouring un- 
der the terrible Apprehenſion of the Divine 
Wrath, aga inſt thoſe Sins, which have polluted 
« my. whole. Life, and, which, now. ie. 
* righteous Vengeance of God.againlt mes, You 
© will expect to hear, perhaps, What Argu- 
- 1 L 2 ments 


g i 
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« ments they were, which converted me to theſ 
* Sentiments: © And it were eaſy,” I think, to 
mention many; but 1 need not, when 1 tell 
you, that I do not owe this Alteration in 
my Opinions, by a thouſandth Part, ſo much 
to the Force of any humane Reaſoning,” as to 
©thoſe* irreſiſtible Convictions which the Hand 
© of God himſelf” has inſcribd on my own 

© Conſcience, in Characters not to be miſtaken 
by him that feels them; as I am ſenfible they 
are not to be deſcribed, or made even to 
* ſeem, reaſonable, to him who does not. All 
that I intend by this, is, to conjure you to 
© review, with Temper and Impartiality, thoſe 
Principles and Practices you have ſo long 
indulg' d yourſelves in, againſt your Rea- 
© fon, againſt' your Duty, and your ine 
to aquaint yourſelves ſolemnly, with the Al- 
© mighty, and be at Peace with him, while yet he 
© offers himſelf to be found of thoſe that ſeek 
him; while yet the Gate of Mercy is held 
© open, which alaſs! I fear, is ſhut againſt me 
for ever. I know with what Difadvintage I 
* ſpeak'to Men in the Pride of Youth and 
Health, and the Affluence of Fortune; but 1 
©am the more importunate with you, becauſe 
I am fure the Day will come, when you 
will think that I was not delirious; and 1 
©am' ſorry, from my Soul, to foreſee with too 
much Reaſon, that were I from an Exceſs 
© of Complaiſance, to be ſtlent on this uneaf; 
Subject, ve might one Day meet agai 
Companions ih Miſery, as we have often been 
in the juſt Demerits of it. e een 

IE © PROT) AE «< | 
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NI. S as be told me, added ſeveral 
Arguments which I do not think neceſſary to 
tranſcribe here; it is ſuſfiient to tell you, that 
they were all, as he himſelf foreſaw they would 
be, ineffectual. He receiv'd Anſwers of Civility 
from them, but nothing more; and fo they 
parted, never on Earth to meet again. He now 
prepar d for his French Journey, and took Leave 
of his Native Country with ſuch a melancholly 
Impreſſion on his Spirits, as was but too 
certain an Omen, that he ſhould never return 

alive to it. He could not but reflect on the 
vaſt Difference there was in his Perſon, his 
Condition, his Motives to Travelling now, and 
what they were at the Time when he firſt em- 


bark'd for Holland in his earlieſt Days. 


On, 


© he would cry out, that I had once again my 
© Innocence and my Vertue, that Eaſe and 
© Chearfulneſs hich I once carry'd along with 
© me, the Companions of my firſt youthful 
* Journies.” Ah! where” did 1 loſe my Guar- 
dian Angel, and how have I ſince wander d 
© thro*' a Maze of Guilt and Error, and am 


© at laſt benighted in everlaſting Darkneſs. 


Woe 


is me, my Day is paſt, my Duty neglected, 
© and my Reward forfeited! Oh! that I might 
be permitted to live it o'er again, how — 
* provident wou'd I be for future Happineſs ; 
© how determin'd againſt theſe Sorrows which 

© my ſad Soul now ſuſtains, and all thoſe which 
© it expects hereafter. Oh, curſed Folly! Oh, 
* hopeleſs State! Oh, Vanity of fruitleſs 
* Wiſhes! Farewel all Peace, all Comfort; 
* Heart-breaking Anguiſh, Mournings, an 


* Bitterneſs of Soul, abide me now for 


ever.“ 


1 


ſo much fatigu d with the 
he, Journey, nat it was thought 

d. continue there ſome Time; 
e muſt beg von Permiſſion to leave 
him for the in my next you 
may expect che Ccuddußten | 
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Dear Sir, | Paris, Dec. 2. 1720 


Am at laſt arriv'd within Sight of the End 
Jof my Task, and have now brought our 
common Friend, Mr. , to the En- 
trance into thoſe Sufferings, which Religion 
teaches us ſhall never know a Period. I pray 
GOD, thar this melancholy Hiſtory may have 
its due Effect upon you and me; and that who- 
ever ſhould chance to read it hereafter, may be 
_ determin'd by it to grow wile for himſelf, and 
to avoid thoſe Snares of Luxury and Infidelity, 
which are ſpread in ſuch Variety, for the Souls 
of wicked and inconſiderate Men, by the great 
Enemy of humane Nature. Mr. 5, in 
his Road to Dover, had been overtaken by 
Gentleman who travell'd on Horſeback, an 
prov'd a very, agreeable Companion. Mr. S 
invited him into his Coach; he ſeem'd a Man 
of about ſixty Years of Age, but of à hale Com- 
plexion and vigorous Habit of Body: He ha 
| Underſtanding „ knew the Worl 


a very good L kn 
Lag hay to have liv'd pretty much in 


well, and ſeem d to Iv A p auen 
the Buſineſs of it. He hag a great deal of Plea- 
ſantry in Diſcourſe, much Aﬀability of Tem- 

| | per, 


= 
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per, and ſo much natural Eloquence and Prompt- 
neſs to Talking, as made him very agreeable to 
Mr. S—; who was, for his own Part, in that 
Dejection of Mind, as inclin'd him to ſpeak 
very little. He told a hundred Stories of the 
Courts of England and France, and ſeveral plea- 
ſant Adventures at the Treaty of recht, from 
whence, he. faid, he had return d to England, 
where he had continu'd ever ſince. But the 
very Name of Hrecht recalt'd ſo many Scenes of + 
Pleaſure and Pain to Mr. S—'s Remembrance, 

that he became overwhelm'd with Melancholy 
and Defpair, in ſpight of all that his entertain- 

ing Comrade could ſay to divert him. 


4 8 
As ſoon as they were landed on the other 
Side, this Gentleman waited on Mr. S 
to his Apartment, and then left him to his Re- 
poſe, promiſing to viſit him again in the Morn- 
ing, Which he accordingly did; but not as be- 
fore, in the Habit of a Lapman, but in that of 
a Jeſuit. Mr. S—— was extreamly ſurpriz d 
at the Metamorphofis, and it occaſion d a very a- 

reeable Converſation between them. I ſee, 
© Sir, ſaid the Jeſuit, you are ſomewhar at a 
© Loſs to know which is my proper Character, 
© arid which my affected one; whether T am a 
< Counterfeit this Morning, or Was only fo 
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* {ided upon the Buſineſs, of qur Order: This 
© is a Confidence which we do not uſuallʒ/ makeʒ 
*, but, tog onfels the Truth, I have been long 
weary of acting in Diſguiſe; and by owning 
* thus much to you, more than I was{oblig'd 
* to, ILthink I;have a Right too to be believed, 
when 1 ſhall tell you how ſincerely I am, de- 
voted to the: Intereſt of my Country and n;, 
Countxymen : however, IL. may happen to be 
an Enemy to the Councils Which at preſent 
| © they entertain... Mr . fancied ſochigh an 
 Encertainmens in the Frankneſs of, this Diſ- 
courſe, that he reſoly d not gaſily to part with, 
his new Aꝗuaintance: There was ſomewhat in 
this Man which tended, it ſeems, to rale up 
the dying Embers of his Infigelity; and as he 
had often look d on his Qondition from theRe- 
preſentation, Religion made of it, and found it 
all Sorrow and, Confuſion; it now came into 
his Mind, that his F ellow-T raveller, who knew 
Men ſo thoroughly, and had traffick d ſo long 
in the Weakneſſes of humage Nature, might 
tho none elſe coulda Who xnows, thought” 
he, but this Je uit may. Aker, all, be able to 
* convince. me, (cho my Ftiends at » Louder 
could not) chat I have ally loſt my Under- 
ſtandiag; chat Lam ntimidated by Busbtars 
* and that tis my ſickly and waywarde ln gi- 
nation only thus {ets up-theſe . S arerrgtu Ideas 
© ro terxifyritiſelf, Courage, then, my Heart, 
here ia Cemfort yet left Khis. penetrating Fr. 
uit has uodoubredly no Religion himſelf, and 
ſeems to have g gν a Opinion of me 
pretend tqſaffect ix? Tel this deplorable Ixxe- 
ſolution was this unha ang laſt abandon de 


that 
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that altho he had actually felt the divine Ven- 
geance already begun in his Soul, the moſt ter- 
rible Convict ion that could poſſibly be; yet ſo 
far was he loſt, even to the moſt remote and 
diſtant Hopes of Happineſs; that inſtead of fly- 
ing to the Refuge of Almighey Grace, the on- 
ly poſſible Means that was left him, his long 
vitiated and corrupt Heart ſuffers it ſelf to re- 
lapſe, after all, into its former Güilt and Folly, 
and vainly ſeeks for Comfort and Suppört, where 
endleſs Miſery and Ruin were to be found. 
One Evening, after Supper, Mr. S — ad- 
dreſs d the Feſuit in this manner: My good 
Father, ſaid he, you were pleas d to ſay the 
< other Morning, that you preſumed me to be 
% Proteſtant; and in return to your Freedom, 
| will now take the Liberty to prefume, that 
© you and I are pretty near of 'the'ſime*Reli- 
gion. © T affure you; Son, anſwer'd the Feſurt 
very gravely,that Jam no other Tthin-a ſtaunch 
©: Catbolick. | Nay, Father, reply d Mr. , 
you do not ule me kindly, to affect a Reſerve 
aſter ſo mueh Freedom between us; I am not 
© going to wrangle with you about Councils and 
Tyaditious, the Infalibilify of the Pope or the 
© Scriptures; but I ſnall ſum up my Confeſſion to 
vou in one World, that I do not believe à ſingle 
Tittle of the Whole Matters the Foundation 
is Nonſence and Riddle and the Superſtru- 
< Qure is all Ridieule. What ſay you, Father, 
vill you give me AbGlution, or mult I ſeek 
further? The | Jeſuit receiv'd his Overture 
like-a Man of the World, and one that was no 
Stranger to Diſcourſes of this Sort : His An- 
{wer Was full of Tenderneſs and Reſpect, but 
nothing of -Countenance or „ 
9:05 | * 


* 


Mr. S repeated it to me, particularly, with 
a great many Tears, and I afterwards commit- 
ted it to Writing, as I did a great many other 
Paſſages, from hence I now faithfully tran- 
ſcribe it: It was to this Effect; Son, ſaid he, 
vou ſee I am not ſurpriz'd:'to hear à young 
© Man talk in this Stile, tho” perhaps you may 
vonder to hear a Churchman of my — 
© ſeriouſly defend the eontrary Side, and main- 
© tain” the Fundamental Truths of Religion, 
< without Paſſion, i without dogmatizing, and 
on theiphinLevel'of common Senſe and im- 
partial Reaſoning. To ſhew you, continued 
© he, that I am now not cantinę, not talking in 
my Nn Profeſſion, L wilt give you up, if 
you pleaſe the whole Controverſy of the Refur- 
< mation ; and onto you ſeriouſly, and from my 
soul, that I know nothing in Retigion-worth 
defending, but this, that Feſus is the Meſſiah; 
that his Law is the higheſt Perfection of hu- 
© mane Nature; that the wilful Breach of it, 
© or an obſtinate turning away from the Con- 
_ © viction it brings along with it, does. moſt 
* righteouſly merit the fevereſt Puniſhment.“ 
The Jeſuit was proceeding to enumerate thoſe 
Reaſons which induced him to embrace Chriſti- 
anity, and talk d with ſo much Gravity and 
Authority, and withal, ſo much Sweetneſs and 
endure the forcible Return of his firſt Convicti- 
ons: He excus d himſelf to the good Father, on 
Account of his Indiſpoſition, and retir deimme- 
diately-td Bed. The Jeſuit imagin d his Eree- 
dom had offended, and therefore attended hin 
to his Chamber; and ask d his Pandon, with o 
o 20 anche il ego ochre 


$8- The TE S PTR AL 


Genelethan-like an Addreſs, as lefo Me. S 


inithe:urmoſt Confuſion and Diſorder. 


Thus was this unhappy Man more loſt 9 
undeme than ever; beieft at once: of that feeble 


Stay which he hac faneied to himſelf in the 
Neapel theꝛhoheſt Father; and the Ter- 


rors in his Conſcjence were now awaken d with 


ratonbled Fury, from the Reflection of his laſt 


Lapſe and Apoltay.: Good God, would he 

dery out im vain dd I ſeek for a Wretch curs:d 
© and forlorn like m y.ſelf;71 am'depriv'd even 
| Dot the ſorry — of Companions in Miſe- 

© rp:and- Quilt. This Jeſuit here, train d up 
and ihur d thro! a long Life to Villainy and 
©;Miſchief, has yet / kepr ſome Terms with 


Heaven, and not boldly defyd Onmipotence, 


nor forfeited | his laſt Refuge, the inſinite- 
Compaſſions and Long - Su fferings of God. No, 


that Guilt is only mine; and to anſwer it, 


ah {+ now journeying on, a ſolitaiy Wretch, 
75 alone in my Crimes, to meet my offended 


©. Father, my ſtern and dreadful Judge 1 "Tis 


fit that I have:ſome Cell of Darkneſs and An- 
guiſh allotted me apart from common Fiends, 
Vho chave ſo infinitely ſurpaſſed them in my 
Crimes“ Thus 2 — the Night, and 
in the Morning he was unable to purſue his 


Journey; as was intended: However, he ſent 


tor the Jeſuit, and- thank d him for che Con- 
verſation of the daſt Night; telling him, that 
they would find a Iime to reſume it, and beg d 


him to accept ef. a Preſentʒ which w-w˖as well 


worth the Soon — receiving. Son, {aid 


| * he, I am oblig d by your Generofity, but I 


© flatter my ſelf that your ſelfthink that L 


dam not altogether entwrrby of your Eſteem; 


a * when 


3 


1 . 
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© when I. conſider that laſt: Night I laid afide 
my Character, and loſt the Itſuit in the plain 
Man and the: Friend. When I did that, 1 
put my Life in jour Power; but What is my 
93 Life, fo far worn and ſpent, 8. it now: 
© is; compar d to the ineſtimable Value of an 
immortal Spirit, which is to flouriſn when 
this idle Being of ours is at an End? The 
© Conſideration of this, join'd+to the Efteem I 
have for your Perſon, and the Apprehenſions- 
I am in for your Health, ps drew out 
the Talkativeneſs of an old Fanta than 
became me; but 1 ſhallibewate of my Fault 
for the future, anly reſerving ber of 
5 Perſwading my ſelf, that what I then dropꝰd 
vill not be entirely loſt. Oh Father! an- 
«, ſwer d Mr. Sw, you are too gentle to me; 
you were ſincere and honeſty *twas I that 
Vas the Hypocrite; ſhall I confeſs to you, 
that my Heart gave the loud Lye to every 
Word my falſe: Tongue utter d; that Lowas: 
© agpling Tor Flauſibilities, Colours! and Ex- 
< cules far Infidelity, whichimy Conſcience, all 
the while — and — I have paſgd 
Dall this Night in the utmoſ Horror for my 
Ferfidjouſneſs; that Remõrſe and Deſpair are 
tlie ſeeretybut real, Cauſes of my en I- 
I neſs and that: 1 know nh: to be hourly 
dying, dn abſolute Diſtr uſt of the Mereies of - 
„D, which T haye fo oftew affronted-and- 
. rejeciades? n ee nnt «+ 7 
8 The Sela could not but ſhew fome Surprize- 
at his arg. been ſo much deceivid-and-1 im- 


pos id upon, ing himfelf To: be much 
the more oi Lein A ere — play d the Hy- 


Are of W two: 9 as he was really. 
a a 


ty 
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2 worthy Man, as the World goes, (for I aſter- 
wards knew him perſonally my ſelf) he was ſin- 
cerely troubled at the uncommon Diſtreſs of 
Mr. S—, and apply'd himſelf, as well as he 
was able, to adminiſter Comfort to him; but 

alas ! tho the good Father meant well, yet he 
had been too much a Man of this World, like 
the reſt of his Order, or elſe the Fault was in 
the Church of Rome it ſelf, that had not led him 
deep enough into the Vitals of Religion, to ap- 
ly that Relief to the wounded: Conſeience of 
Mr. S, which is now principally required. 
However, he ſhew'd'' his Honeſty in recom- 
mending the reading of the Bible to him; but, 
the more the pity, they were now in a Country 
where Bibles were not to be met with every 
where, as in England; and as for the Jeſuit, his 
Religion did not oblige him to travel with ene; 
and in this melancholy manner they purſud 
their Journey to Paris, where I met Mr. S, 
and conducted him to the Lodgings, which he 
had: been ſo: good as to deſire me, by his Let- 
ters, to provide for him. I conteſs, at firſt,: 1 


hardly knew him, ſo much had his Grief ane 


* 


much leſs to ſee the honeſt Feſuir-lo buſy about 
him. As ſoon as we were alone, I took the Li- 
berty to enquire into that Matter, and he very 
frankly told me the whole Story; by which 
Means I firſt: came ta the Knawledge( of that 
molt terrible Circumſtance in it, his own De- 
ſpair. And indeed, after this, he never made 
2 Secret of it, but avow id it with the moſt paſ - 
ſionate Aggravations to every one that came 
near him; for which Reaſon Lirook Care to 
keeps: as much as pofſible,: alt iqle tattling 
. Company 


Sickneſs waſted him; and my Surprize was not 
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Company from him. I ſent for the Engliſh Em- 
baſſador's Chaplains, and ſeveral others of the 
moſt ſerious Divines in the Retinue of the Pro- 
teſtant Miniſters then at Paris; but an Accident 
ſoon after happen'd that made all this Part of 
my Care needs. 
For the old Gentleman I formerly mention 'd 
(as Þ think in my ſecond Letter) with whom 
Mr. $S—— had the Duel, which proy'd the Be- 
ginning of all his Illneſs, happen'd now to be 
at Paris upon his own private Affairs; and 
knowing that Mr. 8 — had never perfectly 
recover d his Health, ſince that Wound he had 
receiv'd in his Head, as well as prompred by 
his own good Nature and Humanity of Tem- 
per, he reſoly'd to give him a Viſit. | This 
Gentleman having been of my Acquaintance in 
England, 1 introduc'd him immediately, with- 
out any Apprehenſion; but the Conſequences of 
it ſhew'd me a Scene which I had never beheld 
in my Life, and which I hope never to ſee again. 
Mr. S had ſpent the moſt Part of the Day 
in a deep and ſullen Muſing; but as ſoon as this 
Gentleman enter'd, it turn'd into a Rage and 
Paſſion, which cannot be deſcrib'd. - Oh, he 
ery'd out, Are you come? tis you have = 


© all this; tis your accurſed Hand has given 
Fire to thoſe everlaſting Torments, which 
© flame and rage in this wretched Boſom for 
ever. And are you-come now to preeipitate 
my Damnation, to puſh me down towards 
that Lake of Horror, to which Lam a-pacè 
© deſcending, and from whence not even Al- 
mighey Mercy can reſtore me? Tou injure 
me, Sir, anſwer'd the Gentleman, in a great 

< Suryrize, I never was your Enemy, nor el. 
SS E 4 1 y 


< ſibly can be ſo, and from my Soul do repent 
that Wound you receiv'd, from my unhappy 
Hand. But why do you talk in this manner, 
« and heighten all your Sins by this the Greateſt, 
the Disbelief and Denial of the Attributes f 
© GOD? The Divine Mercy is the Glory of 
© his Nature; it is his Delight; it triumphs 
© over all his Works; it is his Name by Which 
© he has proclaim'dmhimſelf, and deſires to be 
Eknovn to, and converſe with, the Sons of 
© Men: Oh donot then entretain ſuch Thoughts, 
© ſo injurious to God, and ſo ruinous to your 
* ſelf; but rather beg of him that Repentance 
and Faith, which are his Gifts, and to which 
he has promiſed: Forgiveneſs and eternal Hap- 
pineſs This Advice, had it come ſome time 
ago, had been worth all the World to Mr. S—. 
On, If what infinite Importance ſometimes is a 
Word ſpoken in Seaſon! But now, alas, it 
ſeem ' d to he too late; Mr. A had been 
all this while wading deeper into Guilt; like a 
Heifer nntam d to the Yoke, his Afflictions on- 
Iy ſery de fo: gall and provoke him the more; 
and his Conſcience had now attained a Seared- 
neſs and Perverſenęſs that did not feel its 
Wounds as it qught; ſo that hę had been all 
this while correfied; but not reform d. What; 
© faid he, Am I then to leg Repentance, to nc 
Faith? Is it not in wy on Power, to be af- 
© flifled and vc believe as Lought? Strange Do- 
K&trine this But is it not true too, that I am 
$ xacher-exaſperated with-my [Suffer ings, than 
grievw d for m Sins; and that in ſpight of my 
Donviction, . I am {till relapſing into my long 
* accuſtomed Iaſidelity ? Alas then, it ſeems 1 
am nat in my own Powers after all; no, * 
— to 


to do any thing good. Oh! why then was 
© I left at my own Choice, to commit ſuch a 
Multitude of Crimes? Oh! moſt unequal 
_ © and unjuſt n.? Here followed lack a 
Torrent of blaſphemous Reproachès againſt 
GOD and Providence, as T dare not tran- 
ſcribe; . but as I. trembled to hear them, GA 
wiſh I were able to forget them. The good 
old Gentleman, his Viſiter, though he was ter- 
rified like my ſelf, with his Converſation, yet 
endeavour'd to reſtrain and to comfort him. *L 
© thank you Sir, ſaid Mr. S, you are'good 
© and kind, and like your ſelf, and make me 
© hope that you have forgiven me, tho GOD 
© will not: But why do I fay will not? Alaſs, 
© he camot do it; I have not offended him at 
© that gentle Rare. I intended always to be 
© either above the Need of Pardon, or beyond | 
© the Reach of it; and ſo I am. I would not 


fell into a ſort, of Dozing in my Chair, froni 
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Harriet with me this Inſtant, to give me No- 
© rice of my approaching Fate; ſhe held her 
Infant in one of her Arms, and looking upon 
me with that Paſſion and Tenderneſs which 
_ "© was ſo peculiar to her ſelf, ſhe beckon'd 
me to follow her; at the ſame Time inclin- 
ing her Head in a manner the molt piteous 
and diſtreſsful that can be imagin'd.” I was 
beginning to ask him, whether his Fancy had 
+ not deceived him? But inſtead of anſwering 
me, he put the Curtain aſide, to ſatisfy him- 
ſelf whether the Apparition was yet gone or 
not; and then wringing his Hands, and pour- 
ing forth a Torrent of Tears, he cry'd ; Oh 
Harriet, Harriet, art thou too among the Num- 
© ber of my Tormentors? How muſt the Furies 
© have. ſteel'd that ſoft and gentle Boſom ? 
How have they harden'd thy forgiving Heart, 
© and arm'd thy Hand againſt me? But ſtill 
© it is no more than Juſtice. I come, I follow 
© thee, my fair Correctreſs; thy Murderer ſhall 
© ſoon ſubmit himſelf to thy avenging Strokes 
© for ever.“ After this Mr. S. had ſcarce 
a Moment's Interval of Eaſe to the End of his 
Life; Harriet, Somers, his little Son, were 
one or other of them before his Eyes conti- 
nually, and drove him to Fury and Diſtrac- 
tion. All that the good old Gentleman, his 
Friend, could urge to him ; all the Prayers he 
offer d up in his Hearing, all the Scripture. Pro- 
miſes he daily read over and apply'd to him, 
were like Water ſpilt upon Marble, without 
the leaſt Impreſſion, His Underſtanding, which 
was ſtill preſerved entire, as to all other Mat- 
ters, ſeem'd now to be retain'd to him in Judg- 
ment ; for as to all ſpiritual Counſel, he was 
EE © s 18 utterly 
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utterly ſtupid and ſenſeleſs; deaf to all Per- 
ſuaſion, and obſtinately bent againſt all Peace 
with GOD, or Hope from him; till at 


length the good Man himſelf own'd privately. 
to me, that he ſeem'd to him to be ſet up by 
Providence, as a Monument of the righreous 

jo: of E againſt the Sons of 8 


1 


. little Time aft this, Mr. 88 re- 


cio a Letter from one of his former Confe- 


derates at London, Which is now in my Hands; 
he deſired me to read it to him, which I at 
laſt did, againſt my Inclination I own, e 
he was not then to be made worſe wy 
Thing of that ſort, as I hope no one e aal 

be wy "what follows, "Ip is in en Words: A 0 


Dea SIR, BY 


T was my Unhappineſs to be in * G 50 
u paſs'd tbro this Town, and were ſo good as 
to to fs | 


for ſeveral of your Friends to come to y; of 
which Number, I flatter my ſelf, 1 1 ſpould otherwiſe 
have been one. No one could be more ſincerely af- 
flicted at your Hine than my ſelf, or hope more 


paſſionately for your Recovery. Me \endeavour to 


encourage one another here, that your Health is again 


in a fair way; ſo, ſome Gentlemen lately come from | 


Paris have informed us, and made us wiſh inupati- 
ently, to hear the ſame News confirmed by yor 
ſelf. So childiſh, Sir, are we grown, to defire 
Life for our Friends, which we all deſpiſe for our 
| ſelves ; and ſo very intereſted and ſelffþ, that we are 
uneaſy for the Eſtabliſhment of your Health, as it is 


a Thing more reaſonably 10 be efteem'd by us than 


your ſelf, For my own purt, I own tis ſo with 
me; I thin * lay down my 


2 | own 
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own tireſome Life, but I cannot be ſo well ſatisfy d 
to part with jours; and ſo I think every wiſe Man 
ſhould eſteem his Being, as the Property and Enter- 
tzaiument of his Friends, more than of any Conſequence 
oy Valueto himſelf. I flatter my ſelf, Sir, that you 

think in the. ſame Way, and do no longer indulge 
thoſe melancholly and unreaſonable Views, which our 
Friends found you in at London. Tou will pleaſe 
to reflect what your Philoſophy - Was when you were 
in Health, and capable of examining thoſe ſolemn 
Syſtems which demand our Belief. That there nei- 
ther is nor can poſſibiy exiſt any Thing that is not 
meer Matter: That Nature, blind and unmeaning 
as. ſhe is, is and muſt be the only neceſſary eternal 
Cauſe of all Things : That the World is left intirely 
to the Management. of the Inhabitants of it, with- 
cut any Inter vention of Providence; that the Soul of 
Man, or the Power of Thought and Reflection, is 
only owing in Man more thun in other Animals, to 
a. different Modification Matter, aud is there- 
fore certainly mortal; and that a future Life is a 
Dream, and the Dottrine of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments as much. a Falſhood as the Reality of Vertue 
and Vice, to whith they are pretended. to be annex d. 
As [well kuow how, perfectiy you were once Maſter 
of theſe Arguments, I vill not trouble jou now in 
your neſs, with. a long Demonſtration of them; 
but. ſhall only conjure. you, to rely upon theſe Prin- 
eiples which jou made jour Choice in your eaſier and 
choler Hours; for as i all other Thoughts, were 
they reaſouable in themſelues, they can only. ſerve, 
in your. preſent Condition, to iꝝvolve yon in Conſu- 
fron. and Perplexity, I you. find you. are to dye, it 
Will be , worthy ef hour ſelf, to receive. your Fate 
with. that Complacency. with which it becomes a 
wiſe Alan to ſubmit to. inevitable Neceſſity, Aud f 


4 


that no Man can paſs bis Life upon better Terms in 
the World than your ſelf, the Joy of your Friends, 
and the Admiration of all that are ſo happy to know 
you; amongſt whom none makes more ardent Vows 
for your Recovery, or is with a higher Friendſhip 
Dear SIR, 

+72 - Your moſt obliged, andi 

. OY moſt faithful humble Servant. 
Lond. Octob. N 7 


28. 17 17. 32 


255 When 1 had done reading it, Mr. S 
cry'd out in the moſt friendly and affectionate 


Tone, Oh Fools, Fools, how do they fight a- 


* gainſt their own Happineſs; how wretched- 
© ly. do they reaſon themſelves into endleſs 
E Miſery !' The next Morning he call'd for 


his Writing-Machine, which he uſually travell'd. 
with, and intended to begin an Anſwer in 


Form; but finding himſelf ſo. very weak, he 
contented himſelf with the following Lines. 


FFP . 5 | 
1 Am infinitely oblig d by the Favour of yours, 
and that kind Concern which you, among my 

other Friends, have for my Recovery; which, how 

probable that nom is, you may judge by the great 


Alteration” you. ſee in my Hand-writing. I am only 


able to tell: you, that by the Time, you will receive 


this, the Writer of it in all likelyhood will be arrived 
in that State, from whence all Intercourſe . with this 


World is cut off. For my further Thoughts of thoſe 
Matters, I muſt beg to refer you to my Friend's 
Letzer, My. es, / ry Example may be of 


any 
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if you recover, you haue the Satisfaftiou of knowing, : 


* 2 
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any Uſe or Warning to my Friends; it will be de 


only Comfort. that 1 ſhall be capable of receiving in 


the Regions of Damnation.. Adieu, dear SIR, 


aw | am the moſt miſerable of Men, 
„ ee die en, 


Yo þ 


His Friend's Letter, which he refers them 
to, Was that Which he commiſſion'd me to. 
write, and which I perform'd, as well as L 
was able, immediately after his Deceaſe; which 
happen'd about Ten Days as \ and 


Tooner by ſome Weeks than his Phyſicians at 


that time expected. The Occaſion that to me 
ſeemed principally to haſten it, was the Arrival 
of his Siſter, . whoſe impatient; Fondneſs and 
Concern for him, made her leave her Husband 
and her Family, and come to Paris to viſit him. 
And this produc'd a Scene which I have not 


Words enough to expreſs; the innocent Tender- 


neſs and Affection on her Part, and the reviv d 
Rage and Horror on his, were beyond Deſcrip- 
tion ! A Thouſand Times he was on the Point of 
telling her the horrid Secret which diſtraked 
his Remembrance; and then inſtantly he rogk 

Compaſſion on her Youth and Innocence, and 
reſoly'd to bury it in his own Boſom. Some- 
times he wou'd look ſternly on her, and expreſs 
bimſelf in fuch obſcure and doubtful Terms, 
as made him appear delirious to all but my 
ſelf, who was all the while trembling leſt his 
Paſſion ſhould hurry him to diſcover his Miſ- 
fortune, and diſhonour his Family. So that 1 
endeavour'd to perſwade the young Lady, that 


her Preſence was hurtful to her Brother, And 


alter 


after this ſhe ſeldom came into his Room, but 
when he was thought to be aſleep; or elſe 
ſhe {at in an obſcure Part of the Chamber Out. 


State of his Soul and Body. One Day by 


Accident, he diſcover'd her, and beckoning her 
to him, he ask d her ſoftly, If ſhe did not 
© know that there was ſuch a damning Sin as 
Inceſt? She anſwer'd unſuſpectingly, Les. 
© And. are you ſure, ſaid he, you Were nerer 


© guilty of it? Ay, ſaid ſhe again. Tis falſe, 
cry d he, railing his Voice in a Storm, of Paſ- 
ſion; Get you gone, and tell me that Lye no 


© more. What means my Brother, ſhe reply d, 
„hy are you angry with me, Sir? Becauſe 


© you are 2 Whore, {aid he, a foul Adultreſs, 


© a rank inceſtuous Strumpet. Get ' you away. 
© Alaſs, ſaid ſhe, I muſt not leave you, now 
© your: Brain is'iturn'd? Mr. S— was melted 
at the Sight of her Tears; and ſo taking her 
by the Hand he ſaid, Well ſtay then, my 
Dear, but do not let me ſee you weep. Alas! 
you are innocent; it is I only am to blame, 
and I only muſt be puniſh'd for it. Go 


Home to your Husband, and let me ſee you no 


more. Heaven may be kinder to you than me. 
© Fare thee well!? The poor Lady underſtood 
theſe affecting Words as no other than the 
Language of his Delirium; and after this, ſhe 


was perlwaded to ſee him no more, till a little 


before his Death, as I ſhall mention preſently. 


The pious old Gentleman, ſo often nam d 


before, was ſtill aſſiduous in his Viſits to him. 


One Day when I was with him, he earneſtly 


begg'd him to pray for himſelf, as he had 
been frequently pray d with and for by others. 


After 
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After Mr. S— had a long while obſtinately 
refus'd this, he at laſt was prevaild with to 
begin: Two or Three of us kneel'd round the 
Bed, and liſten'd very attentively ; but never 
Was ſuch a Prayer heard before, or I hope will 
again; every Syllable ſeem'd to go againſt his 
Heart and quarrel with h's Tongue : However, 
he juſt made a ſhift to form Two or Three 
cold Petitions in a low Voice at the Beginning ; 
after which he fell into Expoſtulations with 
GOD, and from thence into the moſt horrid 
and ſhocking Blaſphemies, which the wicked 
Heart of Man ever conceiv'd. We interrupted 
him as ſoon as he wou'd ſuffer us; and the 
old Gentleman, who would have been to any 
other Sinner as a good Angel, attending his 
Death-Bed, kindly offer'd to pray for him, and 
begg'd him to join with him; which was, at 
laſt, with much Difficulty, allowed of: His 
Prayer, for I hope I ſhall never forget it; 
began with humble Acknowledgments of God's 
Sovereignty, and the Equity of that Law 
which - we had all ſo highly and ſo frequent- | 
yl offended ; next, he ador'd the divine Good- 
neſs, in contriving our Redemption from 
that miſerable State, into which we had 
fallen; and enlarg'd ſo affectingly upon this 
Head, that I had great Hopes from Mr. S—'s 
ſerious Attention to it: And then he concluded 
all with a long and earneſt Prayer to GOD, 
for his Grace and Divine Spirit, to enable his 
dying Creature to accept the Terms of Sal- 
vation, as propos d in the Goſpel; heartily 
and ſincerely to bewail and deteſt thoſe Sins | 
- Awhich-had render d him juſtly obhoxious ro the 'M 
Divine Wrath, and wich his whole Soul _ 
CIP race 
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brace criwvified Almighty Redemer, and to 


rely on Him alone for Salvation, who nad dy'd 
for the Sins of the World, and was able to ſa ve 
to the uttermoſto When this was ended, we 


ask d. Mr. 8 if he had attended to iti and 
join d in itꝰ His Anſwer was very calm and 
deliberate; he thank do us all very | obligingly 
for what we had been doing; But as for Rray- 
6 er, ſays he, I have no Heart to it; J. have 


vd without it, and God in Anger will ſuf- 


fer me t die without it. As for that Divine 


Spirit and Grace which you have beg d for 


* me, as neceſſary to my being a true Penitent, 


and a firm Believer, | I Knou he will not give 
it to me. It is too much, my Friends, chat 


vou have waſted all this Concern about me; 


2 


4% 


34 
- 
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© it is/high Time that you ſhould reſign me to 


my 116 Condition, and thoſe implacable 
Flends/that now a wait me. Gg and let 
my ſad Example inſtruct you to prize the Sea- 
5 ſons of God's Grace, and the Striyings of his 
Spirit. Thoſe Favours of Heaven were com- 
mon to mè in my early Days, but I have long 
*forfeited\ them: I have hated God, who now 
© hates me. I have turn d my Back on Hea- 


ven; What Wonder then if it be now ſhut a- 
gainſt me ? I can ſay no more to you, for you 


c would ſtop your Ears, if 1 ſhould tell you, that 


my harden'd Heart fill hates GO D and 
\"* Goodneſs as much as ever, and cannot do o- 
| © thetwiſe; and all my Pleaſure is in thinking, 
that were I more Powerful than GOD, how 
I vould retort ten thouſand fold thoſe, Ar- 
rows of Vengeance, which are perpetually 
'© ſhot, by his Almighty Arm, againſt me. 


not anſwer me, _ am. already: damn'd; 


101 


Hell 


101 th THASPIR Ar 
© | «bs aac "begin in my enden —_ 


© for ever“ 4 175 
| >: Aber bis he never weould hear or converſe 
. about Religion, to the End of his Life. He 
1 | paſs d whole Days and Nights in the maſt ter- 
= ible Agitations of Body and Mind and fuch 
1 1 Horror fix d in his Countenance, as. — 
1 all his Attendants. One Night, 
1 8 ing him ro compoſe himſelf to 9 Rel he look 
3 a4 me very Redfaltly;)and taking me by _ 
1 Hand, he ſhook his Head, and by a deep 
_ Sigh inform'd me there was no Reſt for him: 
18 | But upon ſeeing me break out into a Flood of 
* Tears, he govern'd himſelf ſo much as to lye 
1 | till for almoſt an Hour, ſo that IL hop'd he had 
1% deen afleep; when alk on a ſudden. "he turn d 
himſelf 3 in his Bed, and cry di out in 2 
_ _ Mrieking, Voie, OH THE INTOLERA- 
BLE HS RS OF DAM NATION! 
and fell into ſo terrible an Agony, that nothing 
could be more dreadful, Ante che Devils had 
doeen perſonally. haling him away at that In- 
tant. I verily thought him to be then a dying 
and beg d him to call upon CHRIST for 
| Mercy to the laſt Gaſp of Life. His Lips _ 
e but the Vine dy'd in his Throat, if 
| = | | he really attempted; 5 to pronounce 


5 | 
* 


Approach of his Death, was overheaxd-by | 
| == 8 Tis; r, who was all the while liſtening at the 
 - Doc She could not longer reſtrain her ſelf ; 
— dat burſt into the Room with a Totrent of Tears 
S_  - und paſſionate Exclamations, juſt as her Brother 
Vas eome out of his Agony, and fallen into a 
Dae hich, feem'd to be carrying him off. 
3 * 'S which the made poor _— 


| = . Concern and Hurry we were in upon 


, 
* 
[4 


* 


” 


7 | : * | 


3 


mute till Daylight; when his ut * 5 


12 SPERA. 


eftarions, ſtartled Mr. S out 'of his Slum= 


and made him ask, with a pale and hagged | 


earn, Who that Woman Was? And 
| immediately 2 his Siſter, he Penn d more 
compos d; haying, no doubt, imagin d that it 
had been Harriet, that was come again to ſum- 
mon him. After this he drank. 485 
ter with Lemon, and contin 


obſtinatel; 
riend . vi 


ſited him again, and ask d him Jeveral Queſt 


dns about his State to all Which. be. had no 


8855 Tears, he — and hy him to 


: 


| 2 "= * Sighs, AG Shakes of his 


fs Appearan 
near his 8 e knelt poi 


enz and pious Prayer 1 with 


-.GOD's infinite Compaſſion, ag ſo he took his 
1 2 * 3 
— 2 after this, Cc continued fo 1 very fin, 


3 Fought r to retire fm: the Bed- 0 


Es nar EY nn iy 5 
1 was a his Smile 
ieh had not been before 


or ſome Weeks; and 


Hands and Eyes, it eneourag d up to hope that 
he found Mercy in his laſt Moments; and that 
it had pleas d GOD to correct him ſo ſeverely 
in this World, with a merciful Intention to 
pare him hereafrer. Bur as theſe are the ſecret 


f =o a 
* | * * * 


8 of Wa- 


pr read over his Face, 


joi ang this to What the Nurſe told us, of his 
having been fpcaking ſoftly, and lifting up his - 


oy 4 9 2 | 


hen Grie and Diſtreſs, contrary to all oof 2 5 1 


OURS 1. 
4 undoubyc 'than' ro by my a; 7 ſe ehfy | 

X = 42 Fain Confer ET IE” 
wow, Sir, chat hie nee Cent 

hoe. 
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1. be v was at Paris, iH Bien! 
die Tenderneſs of“ his 
pot lis Corps to the 
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